First United Church of Christ, Northfield

An Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Creation Justice,
Immigrant-Welcoming Congregation

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost
July 5, 2026 - 10:30 a.m.



Welcome to worship! The congregation is invited to say the words in bold.

Prelude Calling You Hank Williams
Welcome
Gathering Music Come, Let Us Worship God Ray Makeever (1983)

joinin as directed

Call to Worship Erika Marksbury and Amanda Meisenheimer
One: Calling all citizens of heaven: exiled dreamers and disciples of love,
Many: God is close to the outcast and faithful to all.
One: Calling all pilgrims of the Spirit, carried by the winds of hope,
Many: God is everywhere at all times, compassionate to all.

One: Calling all travelers between worlds, who translate compassion into peace,
Many: God makes neighbors of strangers and kin of the forgotten.
One: Come to worship and be renewed for your journey.

Many: Strangers in a strange land, we have come to worship the creator of all.

Opening Hymn Enter, Rejoice, and Come In #73 (see bulletin)

Time with Children
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Let the child-rencomeun-to me, for theirsistherealm of God.
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All who be lieve must be - come like a child; theirsistherealm of God.

Scripture Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 Matt Rohn

Sermon Rev. Lauren Baske Davis

Prayer Hymn My Shepherd Will Supply My Need see bulletin



The Prayers
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As your spir -itmoved u - pon the wa-ters, God, letyour spirit move in us.
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Prayer of Jesus

You are invited to speak the words most meaningful to you, or follow with this version:
Our God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Sharing Our Gifts

Please pass the offering plates even if you give online, giving your blessing as it passes. The
hearts in the plates are for the Children’s Offering, which supports the Community Action
Center Food Shelf.

Offertory Peace in the Valley Thomas A. Dorsey

Prayer of Thanks

God of All, bless and use these gifts and all that we offer, that they may work toward the
flourishing you envision for all. May they be a symbol and a reminder that we are in this
together, with one another and with you. Amen.

Announcements

Hymn of Sending For the Beauty of the Earth #28 (see bulletin)
verses 1-3

Benediction

Postlude Garden Song David Mallett



We’re so glad you worshiped here today!
Please join us for a coffee hour in the Assembly Room after worship!

Thanks to this week’s leaders:

Music: Joe Heinz & Anne Sawyer, strings and voice; Tesfa Wondemagegnehu, voice; Karen
Olson, organ and piano
Ushers: Linda Wagenbach & Scott Richardson

Cover art: Photo © Valley Grove Preservation Society
Music reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722468. All rights reserved.
Come, let us worship God © 1983 Ray Makeever

This Week at First UCC

Sunday, July 5 7:00 p.m.  Lutheran Summer Music
10:30 a.m. Worship Service Concert

11:30 a.m. Lunch on the lawn Saturday, July 11

Monday, July 6 4:00 p.m. Northfield Jazz Festival
3:30 p.m. Men’s Group (Zoom) Sunday, July 12

Tuesday, July 7 10:30 a.m. Worship Service

6:00 p.m. ISAIAH Meeting 11:30 a.m. Summer Social
Wednesday, July 8

1:00 p.m. Roland Rutz Celebration of Life

Connecting with Scripture and Breath - Sundays Before Worship
Are you interested in exploring contemplative worship? Do you want to cultivate connection

among your mind, your body and your spirit? Starting next Sunday, July 12, Adam Cerling
invites you into a practice of lectio divina, mindful breathing and prayer, prior to worship at
9:45 AM in the Parlor adjacent to the Assembly Room. Come settle your spirit and breathe
with the ruach (spirit/breath) of God.

Remembering Roland Rutz

Roland “Rollie” Rutz built beautiful musical instruments the size of buildings. He enjoyed riding
his motorcycle, climbing trees and splitting them into lumber, and he loved spending time at
his one-room cabin on a mining lode near Helena, MT. He died peacefully on June 13, 2026 at
Rochester Mayo Methodist Hospital after a years-long iliness. Two weeks prior to passing, he
had celebrated his 82nd birthday surrounded by close family at home near Northfield. A
funeral service will be held on Wednesday, July 8 at First UCC: visitation at noon and service at
1:00 p.m. The Rev. Henry Doyle will officiate. In lieu of flowers please consider donating to a
charity of your choice.

Scam Messages Making the Rounds




The church office has been made aware that scam and phishing messages are being sent to
congregation members once again. If you receive a message claiming to be from one of the
church staff, including Pastor Cindy, please disregard, mark as spam, and do not respond! Any
messages from church staff will have an “@firstucc.org” email address. Church staff will never
ask you to “handle a request discreetly,” for money, or to email them back at a different email
or phone number. If you have any questions, please reach out to Kate in the church office
(church@firstucc.org or 507-645-7532).

A Note from ISAIAH

President Trump persists in his vows to disrupt voting. ISAIAH, in coalition with other groups in
Minnesota, is gearing up to protect this year’s voting from the administration’s threats of ICE
agents at polling places and other means of controlling results. This work is through the new
umbrella organization We Choose Us. Visit the website and sign up. Join others here in Rice
County working on voting protection. Put the evening of July 13 on your calendar for the area’s
rural ISAIAH monthly meeting to discuss all this — details to follow next week.

Water from Many Places

Are you traveling this summer? Whether you’re traveling to faraway lands or to your family’s
cabin here in the Land of 10,000 Lakes, we invite you to bring back a small container of water!
Hang on to it until the fall — we’ll all bring what we’ve collected to be part of a ritual where we
name the sources and bless our Water from Many Places. The water will be filtered and boiled
in order to purify it, and it will be used in baptisms in the coming year!

Pastor Cindy’s Sabbatical
Our Senior Minister, Rev. Cindy Maddox, is on sabbatical this summer. We pray for her time

away and will welcome her back in September. Read more about Pastor Cindy’s Sabbatical Plan
at firstucc.org.

Welcome to Worship at First UCC!

Giving to the Church
Thank you for your continued generosity and support of First UCC’s ministry. You
may give online by visiting firstucc.org and clicking on the “Give” button, placing
your gift in the offering plate, sending in your gifts via mail, or scanning the QR code!

News & Announcements
Keep up to date with all of the latest news and upcoming events! Subscribe to The Chronicle,
First UCC’s weekly e-newsletter, at firstucc.org, and find First UCC on Facebook and Instagram.
Past issues of The Chronicle are also available at firstucc.org.

First UCC Leadership & Staff


http://firstucc.org
mailto:church@firstucc.org
http://firstucc.org

Ministers: All the people; Moderator: Jessica Provancha; Senior Minister: Rev. Cindy Maddox,
on Sabbatical ; Associate Minister: Rev. Lauren Baske Davis, Acting Lead Minister/Head of
Staff; Director of Music: Chris Brunelle; Organist: Catherine Rodland; Arts Coordinator: Bob
Gregory-Bjorklund; Faith Formation Coordinator: Adam Cerling, Sabbatical Supply Minister;
Office Manager & Director of Communications: Kate Kvasnak; Finance Manager: Cori
Gudmundson; Audio Visual Technician: Brynn Artley

Enter, Rejoice, and Come In 73
Louise Ruspini; alt. Ps. 100
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1 En - ter, re - joice, and come in. En - ter, re - joice, and come in,

2 O-penyour-self to the song. O - pen your-self to the song.

3° O - pen your hearts ev - ery - one. O - pen your hearts ev - ery. - one.

4 Don’tbe a - fraid of some change. Don’t be a - fraid of some change.

5 En - ter, re - joice, and come in. En - ter, re - joice, and come in.
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To - day will be a joy - ful day, en-ter, re-joice, and come i
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This song, based on Psalm 100, became popular in the 19705 in Tune: ENTER, REIQICE 7.78.7.
Louise Ruspini

the United States. It works equally well with organ, piano, or

guitar accompaniment. Harm. The New Century Hymnal, 1993
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My Shepherd Will Supply My Need
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1 My shep herd  will sup ply my need, Je -
2 When | walk through the shades of death, his
3 The sure pro - wi sions of my God at -
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ho - vah s his  name; in pas - tures fresh  he
pres - ence s my  stay; one word of his  sup -
tend me all my days; oh, may  his house be
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makes me feed be - side the liv - ing  stream.
port - ing breath drives all my fears a way.
my a - bode and all my work  be praise.
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He brings my wan - dring spir it back when
His hand, in  sight of all my foes, will
There would | find a set tled rest while
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mer - cy's sake, in paths of truth and grace.
o ver - flows;  his oil a-noints my  head.
or a  guest but like a child at home.



GOD

28 For the Beauty of the Earth

St 1=3, Follion 5. Pierpoini, 1864; ali.
81, 4, Miriam Therese Winter, 1993
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| For the beau-ty of the earth, for the splen-dor  of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of  hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par-ent, child,
4 For the goodthat love in-spires, for a world where none ex-clude,

'l
‘__.:{::iJa:ji'—b;F.',__‘

e - ] o
S iq]

%:fﬁ—ﬂ—' == ri—#—;——ﬁ

For the love which from our birth o-ver and a - round us lies,
Hill and wvale, and tree and flower, sun and moon,and stars of light,
Friends on earth,and friendsa - bove, for all gen - tle thoughts and mild,
For a faith that nev -er tires, and for ev - ery heart re-newed,
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God of all, to you we raise this our hymn of  grate-ful praise.
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Folliott 8. Pierpoint, author of numerous hymns, penned these Tune: DIX 7.7.7.7.with refrain
verses near his native city of Bath, England, on a late spring d‘f}'_ Conrad Kocher, 1838
when flowers were in full bloom and all the earth seemed fo rejoice. Adapt, William H. Monk, 1861



