But what if
they’re
undocumented?

First United Church of Christ, Northfield

An Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Creation Justice,

Immigrant-Welcoming Congregation

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
February 1, 2026 — 10:30 a.m.



Good morning! Welcome to First United Church of Christ, Northfield. Welcome to you if you are
young or old or a little bit of both. Welcome to you if you are male or female or a little bit of
both or neither. Welcome to you if you are gay or straight or a little bit of both or neither.
Welcome to you if you are neurodivergent or differently abled, if you have faith that can move
mountains or you make mountains out of molehills! No matter who you are, who you love, or
where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!

Welcome to worship! Are you visiting us today? We invite you to fill out our Virtual Visitor

Card.
Prelude I Love to Tell the Story Emma Lou Diemer (1927-2024)
Welcome
Gathering Music Where Two or Three Are Gathered Bruce Harding (2002)

Where two or three are gathered in my name, | am there.

Call to Worship
One: Blessed are those who don’t fit in, for they shall find belonging in God.
Many: Blessed are those who have lost much, for they shall be given joy.
One: Blessed are those who have been silenced, for God sings in harmony with them.
Many: Blessed are the truthful, for they are light in the darkness.
One: Blessed are those who wonder, for they shall be called wonderful.
Many: Blessed are those who are afraid and yet choose love, for theirs is the dominion
of God.
One: Blessed are you, and blessed is your place in the heart of all things.
Many: We come together, blessed, and to be a blessing.

Opening Hymn O For a World #575 (Azmon)
V1. O for a world where everyone Where truth is spoken, children spared,
respects each other’s ways, equality achieved.
Where love is lived and all is done V3. We welcome one world family
with justice and praise. and struggle with each choice
V2. O for a world where goods That opens us to unity

are shared and misery relieved, and gives our vision voice.


https://firstucc.breezechms.com/form/24b4a2
https://firstucc.breezechms.com/form/24b4a2

V4. The poor are rich, the weak are strong, V5. O for a world preparing for

the foolish ones are wise. God’s glorious reign of peace,
Tell all who mourn: outcasts belong, Where times and tears will be no more,
who perishes will rise. and all but love will cease.

Time with Children and Faith Gifts
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God's wordisforall God's children. Come gather, come gath-er.
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You'renevertooold for stories. Come listen, come listen.
Scripture Matthew 5:1-12 Sarah Entenmann and Sue Evans

This reading will include both the NRSV translation and the First Nations Version.

Sermon Rev. Cindy Maddox

Prayer Hymn O God of Love, This is a Time of Turning (Finlandia)

O God of love, this is a time of turning —

A time of change, with conflict in the news.
Throughout our land, unbridled winds are churning
And much at stake for us to gain or lose.

Love sings out strong, yet fires of hate are burning;
O God of all, you call us all to choose.

O God of peace, we hear your gracious promise:
Your love can heal the hearts of humankind.

May we stand firm for truth and peace and justice;
May we leave fear and hate and scorn behind.
May we sing out, and, singing, be a witness,

And be resolved to work for what is kind.

O God of all, of immigrant and neighbor,



Of those in power and of the refugee,

You give us all our common life and labor,

Our common hope, the peace we long to see.
God, may we turn and be made strong together.
May we seek justice, love and unity.

— Carolyn Winfrey Gillette (2026)

The Prayers God, We Lift Them Up to You John Newell (2010)
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God, we liftthemup to you; en-foldthemin thelight of your love.
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God, we liftthemup to you; en-foldthemin thelight ofyourgrace.
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God, we liftthemup toyou; en-foldthemin thelight ofyourlove.

Prayer of Jesus

All joining worship online are invited to share prayers with the congregation by using the chat
function at any point during this time.
Our God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.



Sharing Our Gifts

Please pass the offering plates even if you give online, giving your blessing as it passes. The
hearts in the plates are for the Children’s Offering, which supports the Community Action
Center Food Shelf.

Offertory Canto de Esperanza Edwin Mora Guevara

Just when our hope was defeated, clear was the voice of the Spirit.
See how your brothers have not given up in their struggle to better the world.
See how your sisters have not given up in their struggle to better the world.

God is uplifting the people, God is the power within us.
Hope is our music and freedom our song and together our voices will ring.

Just when our hope was defeated, clear was the voice of the Spirit.
| will be with you and | will uplift you and give you the strength to endure.

Prayer of Thanks
God, we give these gifts in gratitude for your blessing. May our offerings of money, time,
and talent be used to comfort those who mourn, to extend mercy, to make peace, and to
help us more clearly see and live your presence in our world. Amen.

Sacrament of Communion

Communion Hymn | Come with Joy #349 (Dove of Peace)
verses 1-3

V1. | come with joy, a child of God, in Christ’s communion bread,

forgiven, loved, and free. in Christ’s communion bread.

The life of Jesus to recall, V3. As Christ breaks bread,

in love laid down for me, and bids us share, each proud division ends.

in love laid down for me. The love that made us, makes us one,

V2. | come with Christians far and near and strangers now are friends,

to find, as all are fed, and strangers now are friends.

The new community of love

Invitation and Telling the Story



Sharing the Bread and Cup

We serve open communion, which means everyone is welcome at the table. You will be invited
to come forward by the center or far diagonal aisles. We will place a piece of bread in your
hand, which you may eat right away. Then we will hand you a cup of juice. You may put the
empty cup in the bowl on the front pew before returning to your seats. Rice cakes are available
at the station to the right of the worship table. If you prefer to stay seated, a server will bring
the elements to you.

Music During Communion Vast and Spacious God Bob Gregory-Bjorklund (2026)
Vast and spacious God, Spinner of the spheres,
Open all to me. Author first and last.
Always gracious God, More than we can know,
Is and was and shall be. All that we call vast.
When our worlds collide, God our help in ages past,
Day turns into night. Hope for years to come.
Wisdom will abide; Shelter from the blast,
Seize the dawning light. Our eternal home.
Announcements
Hymn of Sending I'll Fly Away #595

V1. Some glad morning when this live is o’er, I'll fly away;
to a home on God’s celestial shore, I'll fly away.
Refrain: I'll fly away, O glory, I'll fly away;

When | die, hallelujah, by and by, I'll fly away.

V2. When the shadows of this life have gone, I'll fly away;
Like a bird from prison bars has flown, I'll fly away. (Refrain)
V3. Just a few more weary days and then, I'll fly away;
To a land where joys shall never end, I'll fly away. (Refrain)

Benediction

Postlude Jubilant Toccata Emma Lou Diemer



We’re so glad you worshiped here today!
Please join us for a coffee hour in the Assembly Room after worship!

Thanks to this week’s leaders:
Music: Spirit Voices + String Band: Holly Fischer, Mark Fischer, Joe Heinz, David
Hougen-Eitzman, Anne Sawyer
Ushers: Lois Langerak, Ed Langerak, Laura Funke, Linda Larson, Fred Rogers, Kathy Sandberg,

Nalani McCutcheon

Cover Art: Sermon on the Mount by Carl Bloch. Turned into a meme on Canva.
Music reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722468. All rights reserved. Vast and spacious God © 2026
Bob Gregory-Bjorklund; O God, this is a time of turning © (text) 2026 Carolyn Winfrey Gillette; Canto de esperanza © 1989 Abingdon
Press; Where two or three are gathered © 2002 Bruce Harding; God, we lift them up to you © 2010 Abierto Music

This Week at First UCC

Sunday, February 1 6:15 p.m. 7-8th Grade OWL
9:00 a.m. Reading Aloud 6:15 p.m. 10-12th Grade OWL
9:15a.m. Faith Formation 6:15 p.m. OWL Parent Meeting
10:30 a.m. Worship Service 7:00 p.m. Senior Choir Rehearsal
11:30 a.m. Coffee Hour Sunday, February 8

5:00 p.m. Evening Service 9:00 a.m.  Reading Aloud
Monday, February 2 9:15a.m. Faith Formation

3:30 p.m. Men’s Group (Zoom) 10:30 a.m. Worship Service
Wednesday, February 4 11:30 a.m. Coffee Hour

5:30 p.m.  WFFF 5:00 p.m. Evening Service

6:00 p.m. Facilities Meeting

Join the Racial Justice Book Group!

There is still time to register for the upcoming Racial Justice book study of “The Power of
Bridging: How to Build a World Where We All Belong” by John A. Powell. Join us for the first
meeting on February 13 at 2:00 p.m. Please contact Sue Evans or the church office if you're
interested in joining. Books are available at Content for a 10% discount.

The Prayer Shawl Knitters are moving!
...to the Northfield Retirement Community’s Fireside Lounge on Thursday, February 5th. Still

the first Thursday of each month from 10:00-11:30 a.m. There we can invite even more knitters
and crocheters to join us for coffee, treats, conversation and handwork. Or just the
conversation if they don’t knit. Join us! And if you know someone living at NRC, invite them to
come, too!



Important Note from Your WFFF Volunteers
We are delighted to be able to host a community meal here at First UCC! WFFF cannot happen

without your help. Many hands make light work! We know this is a valuable part of our life
together in community. Please sign up now so we can continue offering this valued ministry. If
you are available to assist with meal prep, serving, or clean up, please communicate with the
WFFF team through the church office. You can also sign up either online or on the clipboard in
the kitchen. Please reach out to Kate in the church office if you have any questions!

Courageous Conversations: Free Speech and Higher Education — Why You Should Care
Federal and state legislatures are re-shaping the higher education landscape. From laws
dictating what can be taught to state initiatives curtailing protected speech on college
campuses, the freedom to teach and learn are under siege like never before. Carleton History
professor Amna Khalid will discuss what is at stake and why you should care. Join us at St.
John’s Lutheran at 7:00 p.m. on Feb. 5th.

Engaging Across Viewpoints

From Carleton College: Join us on Monday, Feb. 16 in Weitz Center room 236 for a public
lecture by David Blankenhorn, co-founder of the depolarization movement Braver Angels, as he
explores the essential nature of civil discourse. This lecture is for anyone seeking to step off the
battlefield of modern politics and learn how to forge bridges rather than widen divides.




Welcome to Worship at First UCC!

Worship Information
First UCC worships at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays. Worship is also live-streamed each week on
Zoom and YouTube. Whether you are joining us in person or online, we’re glad you’re here!

Hearing Assistance, ASL, and Eyeglasses
Hearing assist devices are available on the table in the back of the sanctuary, along with spare
reading glasses. Please see an usher if you need assistance. Our services are ASL-interpreted on
the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month.

Nursery Care
Children are always welcome in worship, but in case childcare would be helpful to you as
parents, our nursery is available for children under five on the lower level. The service can also
be viewed in the Assembly Room.

Giving to the Church
Thank you for your continued generosity and support of First UCC’s ministry. You
may give online by visiting firstucc.org and clicking on the “Give” button, placing

your gift in the offering plate, sending in your gifts via mail, or scanning the QR code!

News & Announcements
Keep up to date with all of the latest news and upcoming events! Subscribe to The Chronicle,
First UCC’s weekly e-newsletter, at firstucc.org, and find First UCC on Facebook and Instagram.
Past issues of The Chronicle are also available at firstucc.org.

First UCC Leadership & Staff
Ministers: All the people

Moderator: Jessica Provancha
Senior Minister: Rev. Cindy Maddox
Associate Minister: Rev. Lauren Baske Davis

Director of Music: Chris Brunelle

Organist: Catherine Rodland
Spirit Voices Director & Arts Coordinator: Bob Gregory-Bjorklund
Children, Youth & Family Faith Formation Coordinator: Adam Cerling
Office Manager & Director of Communications: Kate Kvasnak
Finance Manager: Derek Melby
Audio Visual Technician: Brynn Artley



Tuesday, 2/3 @ 7:00
Attend your party caucus to get
resolutions you care about on the
agenda. Then raise your hand to

become a delegate to later
conventions. Delegates choose
candidates that will support our
vision of care for each other and our
world. Read the People’s Agenda in
the most recent Chronicle.

Mercado Local Friday, 2/6 5:00-7:00

Help create gift bags to be delivered to
people sheltering at home during the ICE
surges. Come for a few minutes or as long as
you would like to stay. Bring items you would
like to receive as gifts (chocolate, snacks,
gloves, scarves, fun socks, soap, shampoo,
stickers, etc) and a card! The store will be
closed to the public. Contact the church
office to learn more.

Support the NSN Alert Line

ICE has been active in Northfield, taking a number of our neighbors from cars and
places around town and placing them in detention centers and deporting them. You
can help the NSN Alert line by learning how to bear witness if you see enforcement
activity, becoming a verifier, observing and reporting the activity, or signing up for

the critical needs email list. Visit northfieldsupportingneighbors.org to learn more.

The backpacks contain clothing,

supplies, a water bottle, and space for legal
documents for migrants detained in
Minnesota. The backpacks are packed and
delivered to the Whipple Federal Building. Go
to conversationswithfriendsmn.org to learn

more.

Deliver Food and Give Rides

Drivers are needed to deliver food for those
unable to leave their homes safely and to
CAC at

provide rides. Contact the
volunteer@communityactioncenter.org.

hygieﬁg

Call our Congress officials thanking
them for past support and
encouraging them to vote against
any continuing funding for ICE in the
Senate Appropriations Bill.
e US Senator Amy Klobuchar:
o 1-888-224-9043
e US Senator Tina Smith:
o 651-221-1016
* US Representative Angie Craig:
o 651-846-2120



Community Action Center Northfield Supporting Neighbors

The CAC has put out an urgent
call to action for basic needs
such as food and hygiene
supplies as well as rent and
utilities. The most urgent need
right now is for rent. If you are

Help with funds for legal aid or
immigration-related legal expenses. Go
to northfieldsupportingneighbors.org
to learn more or contact the church
office if you have questions.

able to help monetarily or
donate items, please go to
communityactioncenter.org

Assist with Habeas Petitions

The most critical thing we can
do to increase the chance for
someone to be released is to
get a habeas petition filed in
MN within the first 2 hours
after detention. Assemble a
group of friends and commit
that together you will pay up
to $4,000 for one detainee’s
habeas petition if called upon
to do SO. Email
habeas@northfieldsupporting
neighbors.org or donate any
amount to the NSN Legal Fund.

The Emergency Grant Program
through the MN UCC

The MN Conference UCC soon will
launch an emergency grant
program to respond to the needs
reported by UCC clergy and
leaders in the wake of the surge
of ICE in Minnesota. The grant will
support our churches, clergy and
communities in key ways. These
grants will be open to leaders
throughout the state, in rural
areas, small towns, and urban
settings. We invite you to give to
this important fund and are
grateful for your support. You can
give to this fund by going to
https://tinyurl.com/5xcesbu?2.



