
 
 

 

First United Church of Christ, Northfield 
An Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Creation Justice, 

Immigrant-Welcoming Congregation 

 

Third Sunday of Advent 

December 14, 2025 – 10:30 a.m.  

 



 
Good morning! Welcome to First United Church of Christ, Northfield. Welcome to you if you are 

young or old or a little bit of both. Welcome to you if you are male or female or a little bit of 
both or neither. Welcome to you if you are gay or straight or a little bit of both or neither. 

Welcome to you if you are neurodivergent or differently abled, if you have faith that can move 
mountains or you make mountains out of molehills! No matter who you are, who you love, or 

where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here! 
 

Welcome to worship! Are you visiting us today? We invite you to fill out our Virtual Visitor 

Card. 

  

Prelude​​ Savior of the Nations, Come  ​    J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 

​ ​ ​  

Welcome​ ​  

 

Gathering Music​ Morning Star​ (tune: Hagen) 

 

Call to Worship​ ​  

One: ​ In a world that is lonely,​  

Many:​ we will save a seat for you. 

One:​ In a world that is anxious, 

Many: ​ we will light candles against the gloom. 

One: ​ In a world that is weary,​  

Many:​ we will sing songs of joy and truth. 

One:​ Here in this place, God is weaving us together. 

Many: ​ Come, our long-expected Jesus. ​ ​  

 

https://firstucc.breezechms.com/form/24b4a2
https://firstucc.breezechms.com/form/24b4a2


 
Opening Hymn​ Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus​ #122 (Stuttgart) 

 

V1. Come, O long-expected Jesus,  

born to set all people free;  

From our fears and sins release us;  

grant us your true liberty.  

V2. Israel’s strength and consolation,  

hope to all the earth impart;  

Dear desire of every nation,  

enter every longing heart.  

V3. Born all people to deliver,  

born a child, you came to reign!  

Born to rule on earth forever,  

come, be known to us again.  

V4. By your own eternal Spirit,  

come to claim us as your own;  

By your all-sufficient merit,  

let us share your cross and crown. 

 

Advent Candle Lighting​ ​ Bob & Lin Bruce 

Our lighters will share their own stories of joy before leading us in these words.  

One: ​ ​Where do you see glimmers of joy? 

Many: ​ ​We see joy in birthday candles and homemade cards.  

​ ​We see joy in the laughter of children and the delight of grandparents.  

​ ​We see joy in meals around the table and in the singing of Christmas songs. 

One:​ Today we light the candle of joy as a reminder of this good news. 

Many: ​ May this flicker of light help us remember that joy is here. Joy is real. We only ​
​ have to look for it. 

 

Sung Response: Christ Be Our Light 

 
 

Time with Children 

 
 



 
Scripture​ Isaiah 9:2-6​ Michael Provancha

​ ​  

Prayer Hymn​ Savior of the Nations, Come​ see bulletin 

 

The Prayers  

 All joining worship online are invited to share prayers with the congregation by using the chat 

function at any point during this time. 

 

 

Prayer of Jesus ​ ​ from the New Zealand Prayer Book 

During Advent we are using this alternate form of the Prayer of Jesus: 

Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, source of all that is and that shall be, 

Parent of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven: The hallowing of your name echo 

through the universe. The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the earth. 

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings. Your commonwealth of peace and 

freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. In times of temptation and test, 

spare us. From the grip of all that is evil, free us. For you reign in the glory of the power 

that is love, now and forever. Amen.  

 

Announcements 

 

J.S. Bach, Cantata #61: Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland 

(“Savior of the Nations, Come”) 
Trevor Lemon-Todd, tenor; Myrtle Lemon-Todd, soprano; the Senior Choir 

Josh Villanoy and Charles Gray, violin; Ian Woodrich and Ben Hagel, viola; Tom Niemisto, cello 

 

 



 
The offering will be taken as the music begins. 

 

1.  ​(Chorus) Now come, savior of the gentiles, recognised as the child of the Virgin, at 

whom all the world is amazed that God decreed such a birth for him. 

2.  ​(Tenor recitative) The savior has come and has taken our humble flesh and blood 

on himself and accepts us as his family. O highest goodness of all, what have you 

not done for us? What do you not do still every day for your people? You come 

and let your light shine with full blessing. 

3.​ (Tenor solo) Come, Jesus, come to your church and grant us a blessed new year! 

Increase the honor of your name, preserve healthy teaching, and bless our pulpit 

and altar! 

4.​ (Tenor recitative) See, I stand before the door and knock. If anyone will hear my 

voice and open the door, I shall go in and dine with him and he with me. 

5.​ (Soprano solo) Open, my whole heart; Jesus comes and enters within. Though I 

am only like dust and earth, he does not want to scorn me but to see his pleasure 

in me so that I become his dwelling. Oh, how blessed I will be! 

6.​ (Chorus) Amen, amen! Come, you beautiful crown of joy, do not delay long! I wait 

for you with yearning. 

Prayer of Thanks 

Holy One of Light and Longing, as harmonies linger in this sanctuary, remind us that 

generosity, too, is a kind of song. It is a melody of hope, a rhythm of justice, a chorus of 

compassion for a waiting world. Bless the musicians for sharing their gifts, and bless the 

offerings we all bring. May they echo your love beyond these walls – warming the weary, 

lifting the lowly, and tuning our lives to the cadence of Christ’s coming. Amen. 

 

Hymn of Sending​ Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates​ #117 (Truro) 

 

V1. Lift up your heads, O mighty gates;  

behold the glorious Ruler waits!  

The Sovereign One is drawing near;  

the Savior of the world is here.  

V2. Fling wide the portals of your heart;  

make it a temple, set apart  

From earthly use for heaven’s employ,  

adorned with prayer and love and joy.  

 



 
V3. Redeemer, come! I open wide  

my heart to you; here, Christ, abide!  

Let me your inner presence feel;  

your grace and love in me reveal.  

V4. So come, Sovereign; enter in!  

Let new and nobler life begin;  

Your Holy Spirit guide us on,  

until the glorious crown be won. 

​  

Benediction 

​ ​  

Postlude​ In Dulci Jubilo​ J.S. Bach 

​ ​ ​  

We’re so glad you worshiped here today!  
Please join us for a coffee hour in the Assembly Room after worship! 

 

Thanks to this week’s leaders: 

Music: Trevor Lemon-Todd, tenor; Myrtle Lemon-Todd, soprano; Josh Villanoy and Charles 

Gray, violin; Ian Woodrich and Ben Hagel, viola; Tom Niemisto, cello; Leif Olsen, organ scholar 

Ushers: Margit Johnson, Cheryl Rempel, Betsy Barrett, Nancy Barbour, Jeffrey Latterell 

 
Cover Art: I Am With You by Lauren Wright Pittman 

Artist’s Statement: “Coastal Mediterranean plants—bougainvillea for peace, lantana for liveliness, and red valerian for 
strength—anchor the shifting sand. God’s hands cradle the community like a fragile flame as their light resiliently radiates. The 
twelve figures in simplified Palestinian garb represent the exiled Judeans in Isaiah, the Palestinians in modern day Gaza, and all 

crushed by empire—each cherished by a faithful God. The hands in the image could also be ours.” 
 

Music reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722468. All rights reserved. 
Christ, be our light © 1993 Bernadette Farrell 

 
We are grateful to the Cannon Valley Regional Orchestra for the use of their harpsichord for this morning’s cantata. 

 

 

This Week at First UCC 
 
Sunday, December 14 
9:00 a.m.​ Reading Aloud 
9:15 a.m.​ Faith Formation 
10:30 a.m.​ Worship Service 
11:30 a.m.​ Coffee Hour 
5:00 p.m.​ Evening Gathering 
Monday, December 15 
9:00 a.m.​ Men’s Group (hybrid) 
Tuesday, December 16 
6:00 p.m.​ Trustees’ Meeting 

Wednesday, December 17 
5:30 p.m.​ WFFF 
6:15 p.m.​ 7-8th Grade OWL  
6:15 p.m.​ OWL Parent Meeting 
6:15 p.m.​ Advent Connect Group 
7:00 p.m.​ Senior Choir Rehearsal 
Thursday, December 18 
7:00 p.m.​ Council Meeting 
Sunday, December 21 
9:00 a.m.​ Reading Aloud 

 



 
10:30 a.m.​ Worship Service 
11:30 a.m.​ Coffee Hour 

5:00 p.m.​ Evening Gathering 
6:00 p.m.​ Longest Night Service 

 
Longest Night Service  
Please join us at 6:00 p.m. on Sunday, December 21 for our Longest Night Service, a winter 
solstice service for those carrying pain and sadness in this difficult time. We will acknowledge 
personal grief, as well as national and local trauma, as we look for the light to come. This 
service will be available online and in-person. 
 
Christmas Eve Services 
There will be two Christmas Eve services on December 24: 4:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. The 4:00 
p.m. service will offer Choir, Children’s Time, and Candlelight. The 8:00 p.m. service will have 
Soloists, Communion and Candlelight. The 4:00 p.m. service will be available online and 
in-person while the 8:00 p.m. service will be available in-person only. We hope you will join us 
for one of these special services, and invite your family and friends. 
 
Church Office Hours 
The church office will be closed on Wednesday, 12/24 and Thursday, 12/25 in observance of 
Christmas, and again on Wednesday, 12/31 and Thursday, 1/1 in observance of the New Year. 
Regular office hours will resume the following week, January 5.  
 
Dreaming God’s Dream 
Thanks to everyone who has submitted their Estimates of Giving for 2026! If you haven’t done 
so yet, we would appreciate you doing so soon, as getting an accurate estimate helps greatly in 
our budget planning.  
 
News from the Immigrant Welcoming Committee 
As Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) continues to deport our neighbors, the 
Immigrant Welcoming Committee has advised the church to support the work of Conversations 
with Friends (CWF), a humanitarian non-profit in the Twin Cities. Since 2011 CWF has been 
ending isolation by visiting and supporting people detained by ICE. UCC will assist CWF with 
the purchase and preparation of “Dignity Backpacks” which are handed out to detainees when 
deported. A portion of the UCC Justice Budget will be used to purchase backpacks and water 
bottles. We ask for your financial contributions for the committee to purchase the specific 
travel size hygiene products that will be added to the packs - $14 per pack. Funds for phone 
cards are also requested. $10 pays for 40 minutes. ICE highly regulates what is allowed. 
Envelopes for donations will be available on the back table after worship or in the church 
office. Thank you for your support! 
 
 

 

https://conversationswithfriendsmn.org/
https://conversationswithfriendsmn.org/


 
Meals on Wheels 
Meals on Wheels is back for January 2026! Sign up by going to the Chronicle 
or scanning the code. There are still several slots available. Questions? Email 
the church office! 
 
Children’s Faith Formation & Youth Group Information 
Families, please save the date of Sunday, December 21st in Faith Formation 
Hour and Worship for our Pop-up Nativity Play! Come to Faith Formation to 
learn more soon! 
 
Giving Tree to Support CAC in the Assembly Room  
Join First UCC Children and Youth this Advent in supporting the CAC and Food Shelf! Check out 
the list provided, the CAC’s 5 Most Wanted, then bring items to fill the boxes at the base of the 
tree. This may include proteins, cooking items, diapers and more. If you choose to donate 
funds instead, you may do so by going to communityactioncenter.org/donate/. Thank you for 
sharing with our neighbors this winter!  
 
Advent Connect Group: Moving Through Advent to Christmas and Epiphany 
The 2025 Advent season is full of turmoil in our world, our nation, and our community. In 
contrast and response, First UCC offers a Connect Group devoted to hope as we gather to 
share concerns and thoughts approaching Christmas and Epiphany. This Connect Group will 
meet twice more: December 17th and January 7th, Wednesdays from 6:15-7:15 p.m. Our time 
together will include use of an Advent Devotional booklet which integrates art, poetry, music, 
scripture, and reflections. If you are interested in joining, please contact the church office to 
register. You may also direct questions to Judy Bond (jbond@uwsp.ed). Everyone is welcome!  
 
An Invitation from the Racial Justice Ministry Team 
Let’s explore how we, as individuals and as a faith community, have been shaped by racism. I’m 
hoping to find a group of First UCC members and friends able to meet regularly to recognize 
our own tendency to treat as “other” individuals different from ourselves, and learn instead 
how to build bridges across the racial, political, theological, and social divides in our 
community. As a first step, please consider joining me and others in a book study of John A. 
Powell’s “The Power of Bridging: How to Build a World Where We All Belong,” a bold guide for 
connecting across differences – even those that seem impossible. If you are interested, please 
contact me (Sue Evans) or the church office and we can negotiate a time to begin the study! 
 
The Next Steps in Our Visioning Process 
We are nearing the end of the information gathering portion of our visioning 
process, and we still need your help. Your perspectives and stories are 
essential—we can't do this without you! Here are some ways to join in: 

 

http://communityactioncenter.org/donate/


 
 
Respond to the Congregational Survey by scanning the first QR code or via the link on our 
website.  
 
Join a facilitated congregational conversation, led by the Visioning Committee, to engage in 
storytelling and sacred listening about where our congregation is being called. Please sign up 
for a congregational conversation TODAY either at the second QR code or via the link on our 
website.  
 
The major themes that emerge through these and other visioning exercises 
will be shared with the community during our January 2026 Congregational 
meeting and will ultimately shape the development of Council's priorities and 
three-year plan. 
 
Seeking Nursery Attendant  
Do you know someone who is responsible and adept at providing a safe, calm, fun, nurturing 
atmosphere of belonging for children?  We need to fill the Nursery position on behalf of 
families with the youngest First UCCers, ages 0-5. This person would spend time during the 
faith formation hour and worship in the nursery on Sunday mornings 9:15-11:45 a.m. and be 
able to be present on high traffic holidays like Christmas Eve and Easter. Additional hours that 
would be appreciated are the Wednesday evening WFFF meal, 5:30-7:00 p.m. A background 
check is required. Please let Pastor Lauren know if you or someone you know is interested! 
 
A Note on “Israel” language in worship 
In our music and scriptures, “Israel” and “Israelites” refer to ancient Israel and its people, not 
the modern political state. At various times in history, it meant the collective name of the 
twelve tribes descended from Jacob, the Hebrew people, “the people of Israel,” the nation of 
Israel as a whole, or the Northern Kingdom. We want to be faithful hearers and interpreters of 
scripture, and pray fervently for the day when Palestinians and Israelis may live in mutual 
peace, security, and dignity. 
 
The Christmas Fund 

The Christmas Find has been caring for active and retired clergy and lay employees of the UCC 
for over 100 years, providing emergency grants, supplementation of small annuities and health 
premiums, and Christmas "Thank You" gift-checks each December to our lower-income 
retirees. This year's theme is "When they saw the star, they were filled with joy," from 
Matthew 2:10. With joy in our hearts, we are invited to contribute to this special offering, 
which will be received in worship on Sunday morning, December 21.  
 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

Welcome to Worship at First UCC! 
 

Worship Information 

First UCC worships at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays. Worship is also live-streamed each week on 

Zoom and YouTube. Whether you are joining us in person or online, we’re glad you’re here! 

  

Hearing Assistance, ASL, and Eyeglasses 

Hearing assist devices are available on the table in the back of the sanctuary, along with spare 

reading glasses. Please see an usher if you need assistance. Our services are ASL-interpreted on 

the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month.  

 

Nursery Care  

Children are always welcome in worship, but in case childcare would be helpful to you as 

parents, our nursery is available for children under five on the lower level.  

 

Giving to the Church 

Thank you for your continued generosity and support of First UCC’s ministry. You may 

give online by visiting firstucc.org and clicking on the “Give” button, placing your gift 

in the offering plate, sending in your gifts via mail, or scanning the QR code! 

  

News & Announcements 

Keep up to date with all of the latest news and upcoming events! Subscribe to The Chronicle, 

First UCC’s weekly e-newsletter, at firstucc.org, and find First UCC on Facebook and Instagram. 

Past issues of The Chronicle are also available at firstucc.org. 
  

First UCC Leadership & Staff  
Ministers: All the people 
Moderator: Marty Hodel 

Senior Minister: Rev. Cindy Maddox 
Associate Minister: Rev. Lauren Baske Davis 

Director of Music: Chris Brunelle 
Organist: Catherine Rodland 

Spirit Voices Director & Arts Coordinator: Bob Gregory-Bjorklund 
Children, Youth & Family Faith Formation Coordinator: Adam Cerling 

Office Manager & Director of Communications: Kate Kvasnak 
Finance Manager: Derek Melby 

Audio Visual Technician: Brynn Artley 
 


	The Christmas Fund 

