First United Church of Christ, Northfield

An Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Creation Justice,

Immigrant-Welcoming Congregation

First Sunday of Advent
November 30, 2025 - 10:30 a.m.



Good morning! Welcome to First United Church of Christ, Northfield. Welcome to you if you are
young or old or a little bit of both. Welcome to you if you are male or female or a little bit of
both or neither. Welcome to you if you are gay or straight or a little bit of both or neither.
Welcome to you if you are neurodivergent or differently abled, if you have faith that can move
mountains or you make mountains out of molehills! No matter who you are, who you love, or
where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!

Welcome to worship! Are you visiting us today? We invite you to fill out our Virtual Visitor
Card.

Prelude Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme J.S. Bach (1685-1750)
(“Sleepers wake, a voice is calling”)

Welcome
Gathering Music Morning Star (tune: Hagen)
One:
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Morning Star, o cheering sight! Swift-ly come, dis - pel our night!
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Morning Star, o cheering sight! Swift-ly come, dis - pel our night!
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Je-sus mine,In me shine;in me shine,Jesus mine;fillmy heart withlight di - vine.

Call to Worship
One:  On Sundays and Mondays, on good days and bad days,
Many: early in the morning and very late at night,
One: here in this room, and out in the world,
Many: God, we long for you to break in.
One: Meet us in this space.


https://firstucc.breezechms.com/form/24b4a2
https://firstucc.breezechms.com/form/24b4a2

Many: Surprise us with your presence.
One:  Fill this room with your good news. Amen.

Opening Hymn O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (Veni Emmanuel)

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel, and with thy captive people dwell
that mourn in lonely exile here, until the Child of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to us, in peace to dwell.

2. O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s deep shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to us, in peace to dwell.

3. O come, thou Wisdom from on high, and order all things, far and nigh;
to us the path of knowledge show, and cause us in her ways to go.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to us, in peace to dwell.

4. O come, Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind;
bid envy, strife, and quarrels cease; fill the whole world with heaven’s peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to us, in peace to dwell.

Advent Candle Lighting Dar Antony & Laurie Deibert
Our lighters will share their own stories of hope before leading us in these words.
One: Where do you see hope?
Many: We see hope when we look to the next generation.
We feel hopeful when we gather together.
We know hope, deep in our bones, when we dream of a better world.
One: Today we light the candle of hope as a reminder of this good news.
Many: May this flicker of light help us remember that we have reasons to hope.

Sung Response: Christ Be Our Light
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All your chil-dren shall be taught by God, and theyshall have peace.
Anthem O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Charles Gounod (1818-1893)
Scripture Luke 1:5-25 Elise Eslinger
Sermon Rev. Cindy Maddox
Prayer Hymn Long Years Had Zechariah Prayed see bulletin

The Prayers
All joining worship online are invited to share prayers with the congregation by using the chat
function at any point during this time.
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Prayer of Jesus

from the New Zealand Prayer Book

During Advent we are using this alternate form of the Prayer of Jesus.

Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, source of all that is and that shall be,

Parent of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven: The hallowing of your name echo

through the universe. The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the earth.

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings. Your commonwealth of peace and

freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. With the bread we need for today, feed us.

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. In times of temptation and test,

spare us. From the grip of all that is evil, free us. For you reign in the glory of the power

that is love, now and forever. Amen.

Sharing Our Gifts

The hearts in the plates are for the Children’s Offering, which supports the Community

Action Center Food Shelf.

Offertory The Holly and the Ivy

The holly and the ivy,

When they are both full grown,

Of all the trees that are in the wood
The holly bears the crown.

The holly bears a berry

As red as any blood,

And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ
To do poor sinners good.

The holly bears a bark

As bitter as any gall,

And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ
For to redeem us all.

Prayer of Thanks

John Gardner (1917-2011)

The holly bears a blossom

As white as the lily flower,

And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ
To be our sweet savior.

The holly bears a prickle

As sharp as any thorn,

And Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ
On Christmas Day in the morn.

The rising of the sun

And the running of the deer,
The playing of the merry organ,
Sweet singing in the choir.

Accept, O God, these gifts we bring. May they be a blessing to those in need, a balm to
those who ache, and a gift to all who seek. Amen.



Announcements

Hymn of Sending

V1. Keep awake,

be always ready,

God’s time approaches

sure and steady,

God'’s strength will keep

your heart from blame.

Clouds, the Spirit’s light concealing,
disperse, God’s purest light revealing;
creation will its Sovereign name.
Dry branches burst forth green,
God’s advent signs are seen:
Hallelujah! Christ’s judgement won,
God’s will be done;

God’s new dominion thus begun.

Benediction

Postlude Keep Awake, Be Always Ready

Keep Awake, Be Always Ready

V2. Rise and shine

for One is coming

whose love will quench

all nature’s thirsting

to be made whole forever more.
On that day to end all weeping,
death’s swords transformed

to tools of reaping,

the God of might will mercy pour.
Incarnate, God appears
embracing all our tears:
Hallelujah! God’s majesty
eternally revealed

to set the cosmos free.

We’re so glad you worshiped here today!
Please join us for a coffee hour in the Assembly Room after worship!

Thanks to this week’s leaders:

Music: Leif Olsen, organ scholar

Ushers: Lois Langerak, Ed Langerak, Elise Eslinger, Betsy Barrett, Linda Larson

Music reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722468. All rights reserved.
Long years had Zechariah prayed © (text) 2011 GIA Publications
The holly and the ivy © 1964 Oxford University Press

#112 (Wachet auf)

Johann Walther (1684-1748)



This Week at First UCC

Sunday, November 30 6:15 p.m. Adult OWL Meeting
9:00 a.m. Reading Aloud 7:00 p.m. Senior Choir Rehearsal
10:30 a.m. Worship Service Thursday, December 4

11:30 a.m. Coffee Hour 10:00 a.m. Prayer Shawl Knitting
6:00 p.m. Evening Gathering Sunday, December 7

Monday, December 1 9:00 a.m. Reading Aloud

3:30 p.m. Men’s Group (Zoom) 9:15a.m. Faith Formation
Wednesday, December 3 10:30 a.m. Worship Service

5:30 p.m.  WFFF 11:30 a.m. Coffee Hour

6:15 p.m. Advent Connect Group 11:45 a.m. Olive Oil Sale

6:15 p.m. OWL (7-8th grade) 5:00 p.m. Evening Gathering

Dreaming God’s Dream

Thanks to everyone who has submitted their Estimates of Giving for 2026! If you haven’t done
so yet, we would appreciate you doing so soon, as getting an accurate estimate helps greatly in
our budget planning.

Children’s Faith Formation & Youth Group Information
Families, please save the date of Sunday, December 21st in Faith Formation Hour and Worship
for our Pop-up Nativity Play! Come to Faith Formation to learn more soon!

Fair Trade Olive Oil for Sale in the Church Office

Fair Trade Palestinian olive oil is once again available for purchase in the outer office of the
church. Smaller 500 ml bottles are $25 and larger 750 ml bottles are $30. Please make checks
out to First UCC with “Olive Qil” in the memo line and put all payments in the marked envelope
on top of the counter.

Advent Connect Group: Moving Through Advent to Christmas and Epiphany

The 2025 Advent season is full of turmoil in our world, our nation, and our community. In
contrast and response, First UCC offers a Connect Group devoted to hope as we gather to
share concerns and thoughts approaching Christmas and Epiphany. This Connect Group will
meet 4 times: December 3rd, 10th, and 17th, and January 7th. Our final meeting will celebrate
the end of the Christmas season and beginning of Epiphany. Again this year we will meet on
Wednesdays following WFFF from 6:15-7:15 p.m. Our time together will include use of an
Advent Devotional booklet which integrates art, poetry, music, scripture, and reflections. A
copy will be provided for each participant in the group. If you are interested in joining, please
contact the church office to register. You may also direct questions, send a note or speak with
Judy Bond (jbond@uwsp.ed) to be added to the list. Everyone is welcome!




The Next Steps in Our Visioning Process
First UCC is embarking upon a visioning process to build a shared understanding of our

congregation, deepen relationships through reflection and storytelling, and creatively dream
about the future. This work will result in three-year strategic priorities established by the
Church Council to guide our collective efforts. Our process, which is rooted deeply in a
congregational approach, is guided by a Visioning Committee (Jess Provancha, Scott
Richardson, Sarah Forster, Emery John, and Pastor Cindy) in collaboration with Sarah Lehman.
Sarah is a ministry partner of the MN UCC Conference whose consulting practice specializes in
supporting groups through change and transition.

Your perspectives and stories are essential—we can't do this without you! Here are
some ways to join in:

Respond to the Congregational Survey here or via the link on our website.

Join a facilitated congregational conversation, led by the Visioning Committee, to
engage in storytelling and sacred listening about where our congregation is being
called. Please sign up for a congregational conversation TODAY either here or via the link on
our website.

The major themes that emerge through these and other visioning exercises will be
shared with the community during our January 2026 Congregational meeting and
will ultimately shape the development of Council's priorities and three-year plan.

Evening Gathering Announcement

The Evening Gathering will be meeting at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday evenings during the winter
months, beginning December 7th. We are making this change out of respect for the human
desire to be cozy at home earlier in the months when it is dark and cold! Through November
we will continue meeting at 6:00 p.m. including the Sunday of Thanksgiving weekend. All are
welcome at this 30 minute contemplative service.

A Note from ISAIAH

STOP DEPORTATION FLIGHTS, plus LIVING WAGES AND DIGNITY FOR AIRPORT WORKERS.
ISAIAH, Indivisible Twin Cities, SEIU Local 26, and other organizations are having a rally on
Wednesday Dec 3 10:30 am — 12:30pm to stop deportation flights at MSP. Meet at the Light
Rail Station at MSP Terminal 2 to rally with workers, community and faith leaders. The peaceful
march and rally will demand an end to deportation flights at MSP and living wages and

dignity for all airport workers. Leota Goodney is planning to go and is happy to carpool —
507/581/0482 or leotagoodney@hotmail.com.

Hold December 13th, 1:00-6:00 p.m. for the statewide Minnesota ISAIAH convention at the
Minneapolis Convention Center. Join the bus from Northfield to an exciting time to work with


mailto:leotagoodney@hotmail.com

others across race, religion, and geography on casting our vision of a better Minnesota and
stand up against authoritarianism. Questions about legislation or voicing your views? Email
isaiah@firstucc.org.

Coffee Hour Musings

Annie and | would like to acknowledge the many of you, our congregational family, who
regularly take the time to thank us for putting out coffee and treats each Sunday morning. We
are touched by your gratitude, and we are affirmed by the increasing number of you who stop
by for coffee after worship! We take great pleasure in serving you on Sunday morning -- and |
speak not just for Annie and myself but for the regular volunteers who step in to help outin a
variety of ways. It is a joy to greet each of you at the treats table, to get to know your names,
and to begin to share a bit of our lives as we gather together around the Assembly Hall. Annie
and | are not burned out by Coffee Hour. On the contrary-- it's energizing! (So don't worry
about us!)

Volunteers are always welcome to work with us, or to give us the occasionally needed day off.
You are invited to participate in a variety of ways. People love home-cooked treats; if you enjoy
baking you are encouraged to do that. You may come to learn how to make coffee and set up
the table, and we always can use a few hands to help with clean-up. If you'd like to bake or
help out with set-up, please let us know at least a week or two ahead of time. We are still
experimenting with different ways to sign up online, and we appreciate that it has

been much too difficult on some occasions. But you can always volunteer by =

Bl
contacting Sue Evans (me) or Annie Kramer. And please don't feel guilty if this is not ,-;;1-‘;':‘-.
the right time in your life to do kitchen work! We totally understand. As always, you -.1_,15’1'

never need to use your own money to pay for coffee or goodies for our common
table, and the church supplies gluten free options each week. Coffee Hour is a budgeted
fellowship ministry of First UCC.

See you at the Coffee Table!
Sue Evans & Annie Kramer
Coffee Hour Coordinators


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F084DACA72CA1F94-coffee2

LONG YEARS HAD ZECHARIAH PRAYED

FOREST GREEN
Joy F. Patterson English melody
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shall break forth, more blest than we could dream.

Text Copyright © 2011 by GIA Publications, Inc. « All Rights Reserved
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GIVETOTHE

Fouer Pouer Fund

Thanks to your generous giits, the Flower Power
fund at First UCC is used to purchase plants and
flowers to beautify the worship space throughout
the year. You can give to the fund in honororin
memory of a loved one, either for a special

occasion (such as Christmas), or to be used as
needed. Cost per plant is $20.

I am giving a gift to the Flower Power Fund, designated as i{:llows

In Honor of:

“ In Memory of:
Given by (your name as il should appearin the
bulletin):

Your name:

Your email:




Welcome to Worship at First UCC!

Worship Information
First UCC worships at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays. Worship is also live-streamed each week on
Zoom and YouTube. Whether you are joining us in person or online, we’re glad you’re here!

Hearing Assistance, ASL, and Eyeglasses
Hearing assist devices are available on the table in the back of the sanctuary, along with spare
reading glasses. Please see an usher if you need assistance. Our services are ASL-interpreted on
the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month.

Nursery Care
Children are always welcome in worship, but in case childcare would be helpful to you as
parents, our nursery is available for children under five on the lower level.

Giving to the Church

Thank you for your continued generosity and support of First UCC’s ministry. You may EliddE]
give online by visiting firstucc.org and clicking on the “Give” button, placing your gift =~ Zdtis

in the offering plate, sending in your gifts via mail, or scanning the QR code! =

News & Announcements
Keep up to date with all of the latest news and upcoming events! Subscribe to The Chronicle,
First UCC’s weekly e-newsletter, at firstucc.org, and find First UCC on Facebook and Instagram.
Past issues of The Chronicle are also available at firstucc.org.

First UCC Leadership & Staff
Ministers: All the people

Moderator: Marty Hodel
Senior Minister: Rev. Cindy Maddox
Associate Minister: Rev. Lauren Baske Davis
Director of Music: Chris Brunelle
Organist: Catherine Rodland
Spirit Voices Director & Arts Coordinator: Bob Gregory-Bjorklund
Children, Youth & Family Faith Formation Coordinator: Adam Cerling
Office Manager & Director of Communications: Kate Kvasnak
Finance Manager: Derek Melby
Audio Visual Technician: Brynn Artley



