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First United Church of Christ, Northfield

An Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Creation Justice,
Immigrant-Welcoming Congregation

Third Sunday of Advent
December 15, 2024 — 10:30 a.m.



Good morning! Welcome to First United Church of Christ, Northfield. Welcome to you if you are
young or old or a little bit of both. Welcome to you if you are male or female or a little bit of
both or neither. Welcome to you if you are gay or straight or a little bit of both or neither.
Welcome to you if you are neurodivergent or differently abled, if you have faith that can move
mountains or you make mountains out of molehills! No matter who you are, who you love, or
where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!

Welcome to worship! Are you visiting us today? We invite you to fill out our Virtual Visitor

Card.

Prelude Sleepers, Wake Johann Walther (1684-1748)
Welcome
Gathering Music While We Are Waiting, Come Don Cason
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While we are wait - ing, come. While we are wait - ing, come.
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Je - sus, our hope, Em - man-u - el, while we are wait - ing, come.

Call to Worship
One: Inaworld that is lonely,
Many: we will save a seat for you.
One: In a world that is anxious,
Many: we will light candles against the gloom.
One: In a world that is weary,
Many: we will sing songs of joy and truth.
One: | am not alone,
Many: we are not alone,
One: For here in this place, God is weaving us together.
Many: Light the candles! Sing with joy!

Opening Hymn Now the Heavens Start to Whisper see bulletin


https://firstucc.breezechms.com/form/24b4a2
https://firstucc.breezechms.com/form/24b4a2

Advent Candle Lighting: Joy

Sung Response

Adam, Travis, and Gavin Cerling
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Time with Children
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We wait, o God, to see the one whoseday outshinesthe sum-mer sun.
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All your chil-dren shall be taught by God, and theyshall have peace.
Prayer Hymn It Came Upon the Midnight Clear (Carol)

It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old,

From angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, good will to all from heaven’s all-gracious king
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing.

”
!

Still through the cloven skies they come, with peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heavenly music floats o’er all the weary world.

Above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hov’ring wing,

And ever o’er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing.

For lo, the days are hastening on, by prophet bards foretold,

When with the ever-circling years comes round the age of old,

When peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling

And the whole world give back the sound which now the angels sing.



The Prayers

All joining worship online are invited to share prayers with the congregation by using the chat

function at any point during this time.

Prayer Response
One: God, draw near.

John Bell

All: God, draw near; draw near, draw near, and stay.

Prayer of Jesus

from the New Zealand Prayer Book

During Advent we are using this alternate form of the Prayer of Jesus:

Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, source of all that is and that shall be,

Parent of us all, Loving God, in whom is heaven: The hallowing of your name echo

through the universe. The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the earth.

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings. Your commonwealth of peace and

freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. With the bread we need for today, feed us.

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. In times of temptation and test,

spare us. From the grip of all that is evil, free us. For you reign in the glory of the power

that is love, now and forever. Amen.

In Terra Pax (Peace on Earth)
A setting of the Christmas story by the 20th-century English composer Gerald Finzi

Will Schroth-Douma, baritone; Tracey Engleman, soprano; Leif Olsen, piano and percussion

The offering will be taken as the music begins.

A frosty Christmas Eve

when the stars were shining
Fared | forth alone

where westward falls the hill,
And from many a village

in the water’d valley
Distant music reach’d me

peals of bells aringing:
The constellated sounds

ran sprinkling on earth’s floor
As the dark vault above

with stars was spangled o’er.
Then sped my thoughts to keep

that first Christmas of all
When the shepherds watching

by their folds ere the dawn
Heard music in the fields

and marveling could not tell



Whether it were angels or the bright stars singing.

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their
flock by night. And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone
round about them, and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them,

Fear not: for, behold, | bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto
you is born this day, in the city of David, a Savior, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a
sign unto you: Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and
saying: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward all.

But to me heard afar The old words came to me
it was starry music by the riches of time

Angels’ song, comforting Mellow’d and transfigured
as the comfort of Christ as | stood on the hill

When he spake tenderly Heark’ning in the aspect
to his sorrowful flock: of th’ eternal silence.

—text from Luke 2:8-14 and Robert Bridges, “Noel: Christmas Eve, 1913”

Prayer of Thanks
God of Love, at every turn, you have reiterated that we are a blessing, made in your
image, held in your love. Having been so deeply blessed, may we be a blessing to others,
giving of our offerings as an outpouring of our hearts. Amen.

Announcements

Hymn of Sending Keep Awake, Be Always Ready #112 (Wachet Auf)
V1. Keep awake, be always ready, Clouds, the Spirit’s light concealing,

God’s time approaches sure and steady, disperse, God’s purest light revealing;

God’s strength will keep your heart from creation will its Sovereign name.

blame. Dry branches burst forth green,



God’s advent signs are seen: Hallelujah! On that day to end all weeping,

Christ’s judgement won, God’s will be done; death’s swords transformed to tools of
God’s new dominion thus begun. reaping,

the God of might will mercy pour.
V2. Rise and shine for One is coming Incarnate, God appears embracing all our
whose love will quench all nature’s thirsting tears: Hallelujah!
to be made whole forever more. God’s majesty eternally revealed to set the

cosmos free.
Benediction

Postlude God Rest Ye Merry Alfred Fedak

We’re so glad you worshiped here today!
Please join us for a coffee hour in the Assembly Room after worship!

Thanks to this week’s leaders:
Music: Will Schroth-Douma, baritone; Tracey Engleman, soprano; Leif Olsen, organ, piano and
percussion
Ushers: Lois Langerak, Ed Langerak, Pamela Thompson, Peter Heckman, Betsy Barrett

Cover Art: “Full Life in the Emptiest of Places” by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman | A Sanctified Art LLC |
sanctifiedart.org

Music reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722468. All rights reserved.
Now the heavens start to whisper © 2006 GIA Publications
While we are waiting, come © 1986 Word Music
We watch and wait © 2014 Hope Publishing Company
God rest ye merry © 1989 Selah



This Week at First UCC

Sunday, December 15 7:00 p.m.  Senior Choir Rehearsal
9:00 a.m. Reading Aloud Book Group Thursday, December 19

9:15a.m. Pageant Rehearsal 6:30 p.m. Longest Night Service
10:30 a.m. Worship Service Saturday, December 21

11:30 a.m. Coffee Hour 10:00 a.m. Children & Youth Pageant Dress
6:00 p.m. Evening Service Rehearsal

Monday, December 16 Sunday, December 22

9:00a.m. Men’s Group 9:00 a.m. Reading Aloud Book Group
Tuesday, December 17 9:15a.m. Pageant Rehearsal

6:00 p.m. Trustees’ Meeting 10:30 a.m. Worship Service
Wednesday, December 18 11:30 a.m. Coffee Hour

5:30 p.m.  WFFF 6:00 p.m.  Evening Service

6:30 p.m.  Advent Connect Group
6:30 p.m. BLA Book Group
6:30 p.m.  Confirmation Class

Looking Ahead Toward Christmas

Children & Youth Musical
Our children and youth will be putting on a Christmas musical during worship next Sunday,
December 22. Please come and support our kids!

Longest Night Service
During the month of December, when so much around us is full of "falalalala" and a

near-constant call for celebration, this service is an opportunity to acknowledge pain and
sadness during the holiday season. Whether you are grieving a personal loss or the state of our
world, whether you are struggling daily or merely need a quiet place to reflect, we hope you
will join us on Thursday, December 19, at 6:30 p.m. The service will be live-streamed through
the usual channels.

Christmas Eve schedule
December 24 - Christmas Eve Worship:
® The 4:00 p.m. worship will include choir, children’s time and candlelight. It will
also be livestreamed.
® The 8:00 p.m. worship will include soloists, communion and candlelight. It will be
available in-person only.




Christmas Fund 2024

For over a hundred years, The Christmas Fund has provided financial assistance to active
and retired United Church of Christ clergy, lay employees, and their families who are facing
financial emergencies. This is how we let those who've served the church know that they are
not forgotten in their moment of deepest need.

A recipient of an emergency grant wrote, "When | had a heart attack and ended up with
over $6,000 in out-of-pocket expenses, the Christmas Fund was there to help. My family and |
are extremely thankful for this ministry." Another wrote, "It means so much to us ... that the
wider church remembered us."

The Christmas Fund also supports the supplementation of small annuities and health
premiums for retired clergy and funds a Christmas check to help our low-income retirees.
Our donations to The Christmas Fund will enable this support to be there in the future for
those who've served the church in the past. You are invited to give by sending a check to
church, making a gift here, or by giving in worship. The offering will be received in church on
Sunday, December 22.

Giving for 2025

We are nearing the deadline for creating our budget for next year, and we still have quite a way
to go to reach our goal. We have lost several annual gifts due to death, moving away, or
changes in circumstances. If you haven't submitted your Estimate of Giving yet for 2025, or if
you are able to consider doing more than you had planned, please contact
finance@firstucc.org at your earliest convenience. Thank you for your ongoing support of First
UCC!

Connect Small Group: Journey through Advent to Christmas 2024
Our Advent Connect Group continues 12/18 and 1/8/2025. Participants may choose to enjoy

the WFFF meal before the Connect group. Our time together will be guided in part by an
Advent Devotional Booklet titled “Words for the Beginning,” with a focus on scripture, art,
poetry, and hymns. We will take time for personal stories of faith and meaningful spiritual
practices during the Advent and Christmas seasons. The location is moving to the parlor. If you
have questions, please contact Judy Bond at jbond@uwsp.edu or 715-340-1776.

Celebrate and Support Eileen and Ademir’s Growing Family
Eileen and Ademir's family is growing! Members and friends are invited to donate

some needed items. While the baby is due at the end of January, it would be ideal to
get most of these things by mid-December. It is a great holiday giving opportunity!
Please scan the QR code or visit the SignupGenius linked in The Chronicle and sign up
if you would like to support them. New and gently used items are welcome. Thank you!



https://firstucc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76e1f01d8026c5a2f8a52e545&id=6c32381e45&e=08806882cf
mailto:jbond@uwsp.edu

Volunteer Interest Survey Responses Still Welcome
Thanks to those of you who have filled out our Volunteer Interest Service to help our

leadership match the talents and interests of our members with vital tasks and
positions. It’s not too late to participate online. Paper copies are available in the church
office. Please mark current activities as well as any you might be interested in
participating in. Questions? Contact the church office (507-645-7532) or Linda Blaisdell
(lindarblaisdell@gmail.com).

Needed: Adult Helpers for Children & Youth Christmas Play

Nearly 35 children and youth are working hard on a tight time-frame to bring us an original
Bob Gregory-Bjorklund Christmas production during worship on December 22! Due to
unforeseen circumstances, we need additional adult help. In fact, we need your help to pull
this off! If you can assist with costuming kids this coming week, feeding the group during our
dress rehearsal on Dec. 21, or kiddo wrangling on the morning of Dec. 22, we would love your
help! Please click here to sign up or email Jami directly at reisterroost@gmail.com.

BLA Book Group Special Presentation

The last session of the BLA Book Group will take place next Wednesday, December 18, with a
presentation by Dorothea Hrossowyc about "The Miraculousness of Indigenous Spirituality."
Anyone who is interested can join the group, even if you have not been involved before.
6:30-8 pm on Dec. 18 in the library.

Meals on Wheels

It’s time to sign up for Meals on Wheels! January 13-17. Scan the QR code or visit
firstucc.org/members-friends to sign up. Contact Annie Kramer with any questions or
concerns at anniekramer@charter.net or 507-261-7859.

Habitat for Humanity

The Immigrant Welcoming Committee is excited to invite members of our congregation to
participate in a Habitat for Humanity home project in January. Our day of participation is
Saturday, January 18. Participants need to be available for a project in Faribault from 7:45
am-3:00 pm . (We can arrange carpooling from Northfield if needed.) We are also looking for
members who would be willing to prepare lunch for the 8 participants. If you are interested in
helping on the project or helping with the lunch, please email or call/text Laura Funke.
laurasfunke@gmail.com 507-298-0737.

Volunteer for Coffee Hour

The team needs you! Consider volunteering for Coffee Hour after worship on Sundays from
11:30-12:30. If you are interested in and available to help, please go to
firstucc.org/members-friends/ or scan the QR code to sign up.



mailto:lindarblaisdell@gmail.com
https://firstucc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76e1f01d8026c5a2f8a52e545&id=c21888dbf6&e=08806882cf
http://firstucc.org/members-friends
mailto:anniekramer@charter.net
http://firstucc.org/members-friends/

The WFFF team could use you!

WEFFF is starting up for the fall and the team could use your help! There are many
different areas for you to sign up for. WFFF takes place on Wednesday nights during the
winter season (September - May). If you’re interested in volunteering, please scan the
QR code, click the link in the Chronicle or go to https://firstucc.org/members-friends/.



https://firstucc.org/members-friends/
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Welcome to Worship at First UCC!

We are an Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming Congregation.
Wherever you are on your journey of faith, you are welcome here!
We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning. Please let us know you’re here by
sharing your information in a welcome pad.

Worship Information
First UCC worships at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays. Worship is also live-streamed each week on
Zoom and YouTube. Whether you are joining us in person or online, we’re glad to have you
here!

Giving to the Church
Thank you for your continued generosity and support of First UCC’s ministry. You may
give online by visiting firstucc.org and clicking on the “Give” button, placing your gift EI E_],
in the offering plate, sending in your gifts via mail, or scanning the QR code! EI ,

News & Announcements
Keep up to date with all of the latest news and upcoming events! Subscribe to The Chronicle,
First UCC’s weekly e-newsletter, at firstucc.org, and find First UCC on Facebook and Instagram.
Past issues of The Chronicle are available at firstucc.org.

First UCC Leadership & Staff
Ministers: All the people

Moderator: Anne Meyer Ruppel
Senior Minister: Rev. Cindy Maddox
Associate Minister: Rev. Lauren Baske Davis
Director of Music: Chris Brunelle
Organist: Catherine Rodland
Spirit Voices Director & Arts Coordinator: Bob Gregory-Bjorklund
Office Manager & Director of Communications: Kate Kvasnak
Finance Manager: Derek Melby
Sexton: Mark Fischer
Audio Visual Technician: Brynn Artley



