
Those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask,

“Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” He kept saying, “I am the man.”

But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?”
John 9:8,10
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Welcome to worship! Are you visiting us today? We invite you to fill out our Virtual Visitor Card.

Prelude Prelude in E Major, BWV 541 J.S. Bach (1685-1750)

Welcome and Announcements

Gathering Music Glorious God Alice Parker (1925-)

Call to Worship

One: We believe in a merciful God,

Many: a God who does not keep score, a God who wants good for us.

One: We believe in a creative God,

Many: a God who would heal with mud, a God capable of seeing what we cannot.

One: We believe in a saving God,

Many: a God who greets our questions with patience,

a God who sends us forth with hope in our step.

One: Come, let us worship our merciful, creative, healing, saving God.

Opening Hymn God of Abraham and Sarah #20 (Constantine)

Verse 1: God of Abraham and Sarah,

God of Moses, Miriam’s Guide;

God of David and the prophets,

God in Jesus glorified:

Up from the dust you raise a people,

breathe in the breath of life, of soul;

Down through the years the people praise

you till alleluias make them whole!

Verse 2: God who dances in creation,

spinning stars above our heads;

God whose face is scribed in music,

by whose hand the earth is fed:

https://firstucc.breezechms.com/form/24b4a2


Up from the ground you raise the mountains,

raise our spirits, lift our eyes;

Down through the years your people praise

you till alleluias flood the skies!

Verse 3: God who loves the poor in spirit,

God who comforts those who mourn;

Balm for wounds, the friend of sinners, taking

the side of earth’s forlorn:

Up from the depths you raise your people,

giving them courage for the day;

Down through the years the people praise

you till alleluias light their way!

Verse 4: In our lives from birth to dying,

depth of sorrow, height of joy;

Praising God in every season,

let every key our hearts employ.

Praise is the healing, praise, the glory,

praise is the final mystery;

Down through the years let people praise you

till alleluias set them free!

Time with Children

Let the children come unto me, for theirs is the realm of God.

All who believe must become like a child; theirs is the realm of God.

Prayer of Confession

God of mercy, we all fail at times. We put our heads in the sand. We ignore people in

need. We make false assumptions and fail to be kind. We are in need of forgiveness.

God of mercy, we all are wounded. We have been hurt by unkindness. We have been

cracked open by broken promises.  We have been wounded by the world and in turn we

wound others. We are in need of healing.

Hear our prayers, O God, and meet us where we are.

Words of Assurance

One: God hears our prayers. God knows our hearts. God offers what our spirits need

and so we respond:

Many: Thanks be to God for a love like that.

Anthem Send Your Word Shozo Koyama (1965)

Send your word, o Lord, like the rain,

Falling down upon the earth.

Send your word.

We seek your endless grace

With souls that hunger and thirst,

Sorrow and agonize.



We would all be lost in dark

Without your guiding light.

Send your word, o Lord, like the dew,

Coming gently upon the hills.

Send your word.

We seek your endless love.

For life that suffers in strife

With adversities and hurts,

Send your healing power of love;

We long for your new world. Amen.

Scripture John 9:1-30

Sermon How were your eyes opened? Rev. Cindy Maddox

Prayer Hymn Amazing Grace #547 (Amazing Grace)

(verses 1, 2, 3, 5)

V1: Amazing grace, how sweet the sound,

that saved a wretch like me!

I once was lost, but now am found,

was blind but now I see.

V2: ‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,

and grace my fears relieved;

How precious did that grace appear

the hour I first believed!

V3: Through many dangers, toils and snares, I

have already come;

‘Tis grace has brought me safe thus far,

and grace will lead me home.

V5: When we’ve been there 10,000 years,

bright shining as the sun,

We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise

than when we’d first begun.

The Prayers (All joining worship online are invited to share prayers with the congregation by

using the chat function at any point during this time.)

Prayer Response Kyrie Eleison #751

The melody of this chant, now associated with the Russian Orthodox tradition,

has been traced to tenth-century Ukraine.

Prayer of Jesus

You are invited to speak the words most meaningful to you, or follow with this version written

by Mae Berglund, one of our confirmation students:

Eternal Spirit, Thank you for sunsets and sunrises. Thank you for nature. Give us the will

to empower others so we can find harmony. Help us give grace to each other and



ourselves. Give us strength through our struggles. Thank you for holding our hand from

the beginning until the end. Amen.

Sharing Our Gifts

OffertorySweet Canaan Martha Shaffer (1946-)

O who will come and go with me?

I’m bound fair Canaan’s land to see.

O Canaan, sweet Canaan,

I’m bound for the land of Canaan,

Sweet Canaan, ’tis my happy home,

I am bound for the land of Canaan.

I’ll join with those who’re gone before,

Where sin and sorrow are no more.

If you get there before I do,

Look out for me, I’m coming too.

Prayer of Thanks

Generous God, creator, redeemer, sustainer, at your table we present this money, symbol

of the work you have given us to do. Use it, use us, in the service of your world. Amen.

Hymn of Sending Many Are the Lightbeams #163 (Lightbeams)

V1: Many are the lightbeams from the one
light. Our one light is Jesus.
Many are the lightbeams from the one light;
we are one in Christ.

V2: Many are the branches of the one tree.
Our one tree is Jesus.
Many are the branches of the one tree;
we are one in Christ.

V3: Many are the gifts given, love is all one.
Love’s the gift of Jesus.

Many are the gifts given, love is all one;
we are one in Christ.

V4: Many ways to serve God, the Spirit is one;
servant spirit of Jesus.
Many ways to serve God, the Spirit is one;
we are one in Christ.

V5: Many are the members, the body is one;
members all of Jesus.
Many are the members, the body is one;
we are one in Christ.

Benediction



Postlude Jesus Christ, Our Lord and Savior, BWV 643 J.S. Bach

We’re so glad you worshiped here today!

Please join us for coffee and conversation in the Assembly Room after worship.

Thanks to this week’s leaders:

Ushers: Ann Sullivan, Dan Sullivan, Sarah Forster, Joan Higinbotham, Linda Larson

Digital Greeter: Gary Wagenbach

Scripture Readers: Patsy Dew, Holly Fischer, Randy Hachfeld, Amy Haslett-Marroquin, Brad

Hoff, Mike Pender

Music reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722468. All rights reserved.
Glorious God © 1993 Hope Publishing Company.   Sweet Canaan © 2002 Oxford University Press.

Send Your Word © Japanese Hymnal Committee

Call to Worship  written by Rev. Sarah A. Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org.
Cover art:  A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org.

This Week at First UCC:

Sunday, March 19
10:30 a.m. Worship (Sanctuary)
11:30 a.m. Coffee Hour
6:00 p.m. Evening Gathering Worship
Tuesday, March 21
6:00 p.m. Trustee’s Meeting
7:30 p.m. Council Meeting

Wednesday, March 22
5:30 p.m. WFFF
6:15 p.m. Bible Study
7:00 p.m. Senior Choir Rehearsal
Sunday, March 26
10:30 a.m. Worship (Sanctuary)
11:30 a.m. Coffee Hour
6:00 p.m. Evening Gathering Worship

A Note from ISAIAH
Ask your MN State representatives to retain the State Social Security “Tax the Rich” plan.
Ending it to support those well-off would cost the state over $1B in the 2-year budget cycle.
For more information see The Chronicle.

Northfielder Supporting Neighbors Fund at $0: Call for Donations
The Fund was formed by members of the Northfield faith communities to help meet the needs
of local immigrants, particularly for legal services. Currently there is a $0 balance in the fund



and the needs of local immigrants have not diminished. Please consider donating if you are
able to meet this urgent need. You can donate at communityactioncenter.org/donate.

Request from ONA
ONA is looking for parishioners who would be willing to contribute to a project and
conversation about gender and transgender issues. Those who are willing are asked to make a
2-minute video talking about their definition of gender and how gender has shaped the way
they live in the world. Video submissions are due to church@firstucc.org by March 30. For
more information please contact Kathy Sandberg at ksandberg315@outlook.com or see The
Chronicle.

Guest Preacher Next Sunday
Next Sunday, March 26, we are honored to welcome the Rev. Dr. Molly T. Marshall to our
pulpit. She is the President of United Theological Seminary of the Twin Cities. See next week’s
edition of The Chronicle to learn more about her.

Pride in the Park Fundraiser: Auction Items Needed
Pride in the Park is holding its first fundraiser of the season on April 12 at Imminent Brewing.
The committee is looking for donations of goods, gifts, or services for the silent auction. (Think
gift cards, theater tickets, vacations, or gift baskets.) If you would like to donate something for
the silent auction, please email prideintheparknorthfield@gmail.com with the subject line
“AUCTION,” and include the name of the donor, the item or service to be donated, and the
monetary value of that item or service. The Pride in the Park committee will respond to
confirm and discuss pickup. Items/offers must be received by April 5 at the latest to get things
ready for the April 12 event.

Support the CAC in March: MN Food Share Month
Help out by bringing resources to local families experiencing food insecurity. Please give as you
are able to our partner organization, the Community Action Center (CAC), this month during
MN Food Share Month. The CAC is doing everything they can to meet the growing needs of the
community, and they need our support. Take heart knowing that any gifts shared are making a
real difference in your neighbor's lives. Learn more about CAC and MN Food Share Month in
The Chronicle!

Coffee Hour Volunteers and Coordinator Needed
Volunteer hosts are needed for Coffee Hour! Volunteering is easy to do, and orientation will be
provided for those who are new to Coffee Hour hosting. Interested? Sign up to host via our
website, www.firstucc.org. (Go to “About” then to “Members and Friends” to find the link.)
First UCC is also looking for a volunteer to serve as the Coffee Hour coordinator. If you are
interested, please contact church@firstucc.org.

mailto:church@firstucc.org
mailto:ksandberg315@outlook.com
https://communityactioncenter.org/mn-foodshare-month/
http://www.firstucc.org
mailto:church@firstucc.org


Give to the Flower Power Fund!

Thanks to your generous gifts, the Flower Power fund at First UCC is used to

purchase plants and flowers to beautify the worship space throughout the

year.  You can give to the Flower Power fund in honor or in memory of a loved

one, either for a specific occasion (such as Easter), or to be used as needed.

Cost per plant is $20.

You may fill out this form, and return with a check to the church office, or place

both in the offering plate. Please make out checks to First UCC, and put “Flower

Power” in the memo line.

I am giving a gift to the Flower Power fund, designated as follows:

$_______ to be used for purchases when needed

$_______ to be used at Easter

In honor of _______________________________

In memory of _____________________________

Given By (your name as it should be printed in the bulletin):

________________________________________

Your Name: ______________________________

Your Email: ______________________________



Welcome to Worship at First UCC!

We are an Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming Congregation.

Wherever you are on your journey of faith, you are welcome here!

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning. Please let us know you’re here by

sharing your information in a welcome pad.

Worship Information

First UCC worships at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays. Worship is also live streamed each week on Zoom

and YouTube. Whether you are joining us in person or online, we are glad to have you here!

Giving to the Church

Thank you for your continued generosity and support of First UCC’s ministry. You may give

online by visiting firstucc.org and clicking on the “Give” button, or you may place your gift in

the offering plate, or send in your gifts via mail.

News & Announcements

Keep up to date with all of the latest news and upcoming events! Subscribe to The Chronicle,

First UCC’s weekly e-newsletter, at firstucc.org, and find First UCC on Facebook and Instagram.

Past issues of The Chronicle are available at firstucc.org.

First UCC Leadership & Staff

Ministers: All the people

Moderator: Gary Carlson

Senior Minister: Rev. Cindy Maddox

Associate Minister: Rev. Lauren Baske Davis

Director of Music: Chris Brunelle

Organist: Theo Wee

Spirit Voices Director & Arts Coordinator: Bob Gregory-Bjorklund

Office Manager & Director of Communications: Kate Kvasnak

Finance Manager: Pippa Younger

Sexton: Mark Fischer

Audio Visual Technician: Brynn Artley


