
“Choose life so that you and your descendants may live.”

Deuteronomy 30:19
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Welcome to worship! Are you visiting us today? We invite you to fill out our virtual

visitor card.

Prelude Liturgical Improvisation #1 George Oldroyd (1887-1956)

Welcome and Announcements

Gathering Music Where Two or Three Are Gathered Bruce Harding (2002)

Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there, I am there.

Call to Worship Thom Shuman (adapted)

One: You could have stayed in bed. You could be eating breakfast out. But instead…
Many: We have chosen to be in this place, feasting on God’s words.

One: You could be living an insular life, giving a cold shoulder to your neighbors

while warming yourself by the fire. But instead…
Many: We have chosen to see God with more than just a sliver of our hearts.

One: You could be chasing after the world’s idols, hoarding wealth and

accumulating power. But instead…
Many: We have chosen to follow the One who blesses us with life.

One: Come, let us worship our life-giving God.

Opening Hymn All People That on Earth Do Dwell #7 (Old Hundredth)

Verses 1-4

Verse 1: All people that on earth do dwell,

Sing out your faith with cheerful voice;

Delight in God whose praise you tell,

Whose presence calls you to rejoice.

Verse 2: Know that there is one God, indeed,

Who fashions us without our aid,
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Who claims us, gives us all we need,

Whose tender care will never fade.

Verse 3: Enter the sacred gates with praise,

with joy approach the temple walls.

Extole and bless our God always

as people whom the Spirit calls.

Verse 4: Proclaim again that God is good,

Whose mercy is forever sure,

Whose truth at all times firmly stood,

And shall from age to age endure.

Time with Children

Let the children come unto me, for theirs is the realm of God.

All who believe must become like a child; theirs is the realm of God.

Statement of Commitment: Immigrant Welcoming Covenant

Our scriptures, our experiences, and our hearts all tell us that, as people of faith, we

must commit ourselves to a just world for all. Therefore: We covenant with God and

each other to seek out, welcome, and deepen relationships with our immigrant

neighbors and to work together with them to see that immigrant justice is done.

Anthem Psalm 26 Franz Joseph Haydn (1732-1809)

How oft, instinct with warmth divine, thy threshold have I trod!

How loved the courts, whose walls enshrine the glory of my God!

O let me not the vengeance share that waits the guilty tribe

Whose murderous hands each mischief dare and grasp the offered bribe.

But pour, o pour, while thus I thread the path by thee prepared,

Thy beams of mercy on my head, and round me plant a guard.



Thou, Lord, my steps hast fixed aright and pleased shalt hear my tongue

With Israel’s thankful sons unite to form the festal song.

Scripture Deuteronomy 30:15-20 Elliot Davis, Arlo Eastvold

Sermon Rev. Cindy Maddox

Prayer Hymn Immortal Love, Forever Full #166 (Serenity)

Verses 1-6

Verse 1: Immortal Love, forever full, forever flowing free,

Forever shared, forever whole, a never ebbing sea!

Verse 2: Our outward lips confess the Name all other names above;

Love only knows from where it came and comprehends God’s love.

Verse 3: We may not climb the heavenly steeps to bring the Sovereign down;

In vain we search the lowest deeps for One no depths can drown.

Verse 4: But warm, sweet, tender, even yet this One our help will be;

For faith has still its Olivet, and love its Galilee.

Verse 5: The healing of Christ’s seamless dress still soothes our beds of pain;

We touch it in life’s throng and press, and we are whole again.

Verse 6: Through Christ our earliest prayers are said with words we scarce can frame;

The last low whispers of our dead still echo with Christ’s name.

The Prayers

All joining worship online are invited to share prayers with the congregation by using the

chat function at any point during this time.

Prayer Response We Do Not Know How to Pray As We Ought Erik Routley

(1917-1982)



Prayer of Jesus

You are invited to speak the words most meaningful to you, or follow with this version:

Our God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our

debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from

evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Sharing Our Gifts

Offertory Let All the World in Every Corner Sing Calvin Hampton (1975)

Let all the world in every corner sing,

My God and King!

The heavens are not too high,

His praises thither fly;

The earth is not too low,

His praises there may grow.

Let all the world in every corner sing,

My God and King!

Let all the world in every corner sing,

My God and King!

The Church with psalms must shout,

No door can keep them out;

But above all the heart

Must bear the longest part.

Let all the world in every corner sing,

My God and King!

—George Herbert (1593-1633)

Prayer of Thanks

Overflowing God, help us to share from our abundance, rather than choose to be

misers. Help us to reach out with open hand, rather than with closed fist. Help us to



seek reconciliation, rather than choosing to remain broken. This we pray in Jesus'

name.  Amen.

Hymn of Sending O Jesus, I Have Promised Page 9

Benediction

Postlude All People Who on Earth Do Dwell arr. David Cherwien (1957-)

We’re so glad you worshiped here today!

Please join us for coffee and conversation in the Assembly Room after worship.

Thanks to this week’s leaders:

Ushers: Lois Langerak, Nancy Barbour, Elise Eslinger, Ed Langerak, Jeffrey Latterell

Digital Greeter: Carl Henry

Music reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722468. All rights reserved.
Where Two or Three Are Gathered © 2002 Bruce Harding. Liturgical Improvisation #1 © 1948 Oxford University Press

Let All the World in Every Corner Sing © 1975 The Church Pension Fund
All People Who on Earth Do Dwell © 1991 Summa Productions

Cover art:  Pittman, Lauren Wright. A Choice, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library.
https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57082. Lauren Wright Pittman, http://www.lewpstudio.com/.

This Week at First UCC:

Sunday, February 12
9:15 a.m. Faith Formation
10:30 a.m. Worship (Sanctuary)
11:30 a.m. Coffee Hour
11:45 a.m. Small Group Conversations on Gender
6:00 p.m. Evening Gathering Worship
Tuesday, February 14
10:00 a.m. Women’s Group (Zoom)
7:00 p.m. Spirit Voices Rehearsal
Wednesday, February 15
5:30 p.m. WFFF

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57082


7:00 p.m. Senior Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, February 16
4:30 p.m. Overdose Prevention Training
Sunday, February 19
9:15 a.m. Faith Formation
10:30 a.m. Worship
11:30 a.m. Coffee Hour
6:00 p.m. Evening Gathering Worship

Adult Forum Followup Conversation After Worship
Today the ONA team will host small group conversations in response to Jackie’s
presentation last week on gender.  We will convene small groups following the service.
Grab your beverages and treats and come back for a lively conversation.  We welcome
your questions about your reactions to the gender presentation and will have the
following questions on hand to start the conversation, if needed:

● How comfortable are you in the gender definitions assigned to you?
● How have gender roles affected you?
● Where do you see “gender” operating in the world and how do you feel about

what you experience?

If you missed the presentation, you can watch it on our church youtube channel.

First UCC Women's Group Meeting to be Held Feb. 14th
The First UCC Women's Group meeting will be held via Zoom Tuesday, February 14 at 10
am. The Women's Group provides an opportunity for a time of sharing and forming new
friendships. We share our stories and discuss current issues as we draw support from
each other. All ladies are invited to join the Women's Group. If you wish to be added to
the list to receive the Zoom link, contact Judy Kinstad at 507-412-7861 (call/text).

Overdose Prevention Training
Did you know that opioid-involved overdose deaths among Minnesotans have more than
doubled since 2019? Many of these harms and tragedies can be prevented. Carleton
College and UCC leaders invite you to learn how you can play a part in helping prevent an
overdose through Overdose Prevention Training! The event will be held here at the
church on February 16th, 4:30-5:30pm. All participants will receive an Overdose



Prevention Rescue Kit (containing Naloxone) for free. Space is limited so please register
via the link in the Chronicle.

Meet Our New Office Manager & Director of Communications
Our new Office Manager & Director of Communications, Kate Kvasnak, started on
Tuesday, Feb. 7th. Stop by to say hello!

Chronicle Moving to Wednesdays
Over the course of the pandemic, The Chronicle newsletter moved to Thursdays, but is
back to its original Wednesday publication. Please note this change and email your
articles to the office at church@firstucc.org by Tuesdays at 2 p.m. Thanks!

A Note from ISAIAH
Wondering how you can help live out our Land Acknowledgment covenant and care for
creation? Join us on Feb. 15th at the Rally for Indigenous Rights and Climate Justice. We'll
start with training and lunch at Christ Lutheran Church in St. Paul at 11am-1pm, moving
on to rallying at the Capitol Rotunda from 2-4pm, and ending with meeting with key
legislators. This is sponsored by a coalition of faith-based and Indigenous groups. Learn
more and register at: https://riseandrepair.org/. Questions about legislation or voicing
your views? Email isaiah@firstucc.org.

Coffee Hour Volunteers and Coordinator Needed
Volunteer hosts are needed for Coffee Hour! Volunteering is easy to do, and orientation
will be provided for those who are new to Coffee Hour hosting. Interested? Sign up to
host here. First UCC is also looking for a volunteer to serve as the Coffee Hour
coordinator. If you are interested, please contact church@firstucc.org.

mailto:church@firstucc.org
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OH JESUS, I HAVE PROMISED



Welcome to Worship at First UCC!

We are an Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming Congregation.

Wherever you are on your journey of faith, you are welcome here!

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning. Please let us know you’re here

by sharing your information in a welcome pad.

Worship Information

First UCC worships at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays. Worship is also live streamed each week on

Zoom and YouTube. Whether you are joining us in person or online, we are glad to have

you here!

Giving to the Church

Thank you for your continued generosity and support of First UCC’s ministry. You may

give online by visiting firstucc.org and clicking on the “Give” button, or you may place

your gift in the offering plate, or send in your gifts via mail.

News & Announcements

Keep up to date with all of the latest news and upcoming events! Subscribe to The

Chronicle, First UCC’s weekly e-newsletter, at firstucc.org, and find First UCC on Facebook

and Instagram. Past issues of The Chronicle are available at firstucc.org.

First UCC Leadership & Staff

Ministers: All the people

Moderator: Gary Carlson

Senior Minister: Rev. Cindy Maddox

Associate Minister: Rev. Lauren Baske Davis

Director of Music: Chris Brunelle

Organist: Theo Wee

Spirit Voices Director & Arts Coordinator: Bob Gregory-Bjorklund

Office Manager & Director of Communications: Kate Kvasnak

Finance Manager: Pippa Younger

Sexton: Mark Fischer

Audio Visual Technician: Brynn Artley


