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Welcome to worship! Are you visiting us today? We invite you to fill out our virtual visitor card.

Prelude O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright Max Drischner (1891-1971)

Welcome and Announcements

Gathering Music Where Two or Three Are Gathered Bruce Harding (2002)

Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there, I am there.

Call to Worship

One: Come and hear the good news. Whatever is happening in your life, God’s love is yours.

All: Come and hear what God wants you to do: to live lives of justice and love and truth.

One: Come and get courage and strength to be followers of Christ, embracing kingdom values

rather than those of the world.

All: We are here: ready to listen, open to change, expecting to be blessed by our time

together.

Opening Hymn What Does the Lord Require Sharpthorne

https://firstucc.breezechms.com/form/24b4a2


Time with Children

Let the children come unto me, for theirs is the realm of God.

All who believe must become like a child; theirs is the realm of God.

Statement of Commitment: Church Covenant

We covenant together with God and one another, trusting in God’s continuing

guidance, to seek to understand and do God’s will, to explore the mystery of Christ,

and to witness to God’s reconciling love.

Anthem What Does the Lord Require

Scripture Micah 6:1-8 Sue Evans

Sermon Rev. Cindy Maddox

Prayer Hymn Like a Mother Who Has Borne Us #583 (Austin)

Like a mother who has borne us,

Held us close in her delight,

Fed us freely from her body,

God has called us into life.

Like a father who has taught us,

Grasped our hand and been our guide,

Lifted us and healed our sorrows,

God has walked with us in life.



Though as children we have wandered,

Placed our trust in power and might,

Left behind our brothers, sisters,

God still calls us into life.

When we offer food and comfort,

Grasp our neighbor’s hand in love,

Tread the path of peace and justice,

God still walks with us in life.

The Prayers

We will join in prayer aloud and in silence. All joining worship online are invited to share prayers

with the congregation by using the chat function at any point during this time.

Prayer Response

Prayer of Jesus

You are invited to speak the words most meaningful to you, or follow with the version here:

Our God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our

debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from

evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Sharing Our Gifts

Offertory Be Thou My Vision Dan Kallman (2017)

Tom Niemisto, ‘cello

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;

Naught be all else to me, save that thou art;

Thou my best thought by day and by night,

Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

Be thou my wisdom and thou my true word,

I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord.

Thou my soul’s shelter, thou my high tower,

Raise thou me heavenward, O Power of my

power.

Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise,

Thou my inheritance now and always;

Thou and thou only, first in my heart,

Great God of heaven, my treasure thou art.

Light of my soul, after victory won,

May I reach heaven’s joys, O heaven’s sun.

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,

Still be my vision, O ruler of all



Prayer of Thanks

O God, you bless us in so many areas of our lives—in places we often fail to recognize as

blessing. Help us have eyes to see and hearts to understand the depth of your love and

blessing. Today we give out of that blessedness, dedicating ourselves to lives of justice and

love, giving all that we are and all that we have to bring about your beloved community,

here and now. Amen.

Hymn of Sending For the Healing of the Nations #576 (Westminster Abbey)

For the healing of the nations, God, we pray with one accord;

for a just and equal sharing of the things that earth affords;

to a life of love in action help us rise and pledge our word.

Lead us forward into freedom; from despair your world release,

That, redeemed from war and hatred, all may come and go in peace.

Show us how through care and goodness fear will die and hope increase.

All that kills abundant living, let it from the earth be banned;

Pride of status, race or schooling, dogmas that obscure your plan.

In our common quest for justice may we hallow life’s brief span.

You, Creator God, have written your great name on humankind;

For our growing in your likeness bring the life of Christ to mind,

That by our response and service earth its destiny may find.

Benediction

Postlude God of Grace and God of Glory arr. David Cherwien (1957-)

We’re so glad you worshiped here today!

Thanks to this week’s leaders:

Ushers: Brad Hoff, Matt Eastvold, Scott Richardson, Cheryl Rempel, Crystal Henslin

Digital Greeter: Sarah Forster



This Week at First UCC:

Sunday, January 29

9:15 a.m. Faith Formation

10:30 a.m. Worship (Sanctuary)

11:30 a.m. Coffee Hour

11:45 a.m. Annual Meeting (Sanctuary)

6:00 p.m. Evening Gathering Worship

Wednesday, February 1

5:30 p.m. WFFF

6:00 p.m. Facilities Committee Meeting

7:00 p.m. Senior Choir Rehearsal

Sunday, February 5

9:15 a.m. Faith Formation

10:30 a.m. Worship

11:30 a.m. Coffee Hour

11:45 p.m. Adult Forum on Gender

6:00 p.m. Evening Gathering Worship

Annual Meeting After Worship Today
The day is finally here, the Annual Meeting will be held in the sanctuary after worship. Grab a
cup of coffee, stretch your legs and then gather to approve the budget and nominations for the
next year. The meeting will also be streamed on Zoom for people to participate at home.

Organist Position Open
With Theo Wee’s upcoming retirement, the church will be announcing the search for a new
organist. A shortened version of the announcement is included here; please share it with any
interested individuals.

This is a salaried, year-round, approximately quarter-time position, with some flexibility in

determining vacation and other time off as well as support for professional development. The

organist’s primary responsibilities are these:

● Playing for the regular Sunday morning services and standard additional services (e.g.,

Christmas Eve), including prelude and postlude, hymns, choir anthems, and service

music

● Playing for regular Wednesday evening and Sunday morning choir rehearsals

● Working with clergy, the director of music, and other staff members to shape the

musical life of the church



● Supervising the maintenance of the Johnson organ

Interested candidates should send a brief letter of interest and resumé to First UCC’s director of

music at musicdirector@firstucc.org. Applications are welcome at any time.

Coffee Hour Volunteers and Coordinator Needed
Volunteer hosts are needed for Coffee Hour! Volunteering is easy to do, and orientation will be
provided for those who are new to Coffee Hour hosting. Interested? Sign up to host here. First
UCC is also looking for a volunteer to serve as the Coffee Hour coordinator. If you are interested,
please contact church@firstucc.org.

Justice Learning Opportunities
Northfielders for Justice in Palestine/Israel invites the public to a free in-person speaker event.
Stephen Bennett, Director of The Institute for Palestine Studies-USA, will speak on "Israel and
Palestine in US Media: New Assaults on Palestinian Rights and the Challenges that Lie Ahead."
Wednesday, February 1, 7pm at All Saints Episcopal Church, 419 Washington St., Northfield.

Bennett's bio: https://www.palestine-studies.org/en/node/235968

Gina Washburn will be speaking the next night, February 2, at 7pm at St. John's Lutheran
Church on conditions at the US/Mexico border in a talk called Entertaining Angels Unawares.
This will be an in person event and there will be refreshments.

Habitat for Humanity
Joyfully 10 members raised their hand to volunteer March 25th for a Rice County Habitat for
Humanity Build. We have reached our volunteer goal and at this point can take additional
expressions of interest for a wait list in the event any of those already on board have to decline.
If you are still interested and the date suits you, let Gina Washburn know by emailing her at:
washburng@hotmail.com

Master recycler/composter course is back!
River Bend Nature Center, along with the City of Northfield and Carleton College are again
offering a FREE master recyclers course.  Meetings will be Saturday mornings 10-noon from
February 4 - March 11. Register by emailing education@rbnc.org, or calling 507-332-7151.

Adult Forum on Gender
Next Sunday (February 5) Jackie McNeil will be holding a talk on gender in the 20th century and
how its perception and understanding have changed through time. This is a two-part forum: the
talk will be held next Sunday, and the conversation about the subject will be held the next week
(February 12).

Music reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722468. All rights reserved.
Where Two or Three Are Gathered © 2002 Bruce Harding

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright © C.L. Schultheiss Musikverlag
God of Grace and God of Glory © 1987 Summa Productions

mailto:musicdirector@firstucc.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F084DACA72CA1F94-coffee1
mailto:church@firstucc.org
https://www.palestine-studies.org/en/node/235968


Cover art: New in Christ by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman. Inspired by 2 Corinthians 5:16-21

Used with permission from A Sanctified Art.

Welcome to Worship at First UCC!

We are an Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming Congregation.

Wherever you are on your journey of faith, you are welcome here!

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning. Please let us know you’re here by

sharing your information in a welcome pad.

Worship Information

First UCC worships at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays. Worship is also live streamed each week on Zoom

and YouTube. Whether you are joining us in person or online, we are glad to have you here!

Giving to the Church

Thank you for your continued generosity and support of First UCC’s ministry. Give online by

visiting firstucc.org and clicking “Donate Online Now!” under the “Giving” tab, place your gift in

the offering plate, or send in your gifts via mail.

News & Announcements

Keep up to date with all of the latest news and upcoming events! Subscribe to The Chronicle,

First UCC’s weekly e-newsletter, at firstucc.org, and find First UCC on Facebook and Instagram.

Past issues of The Chronicle are available at firstucc.org.

First UCC Leadership & Staff

Ministers: All the people

Moderator: Deb Gottfried

Senior Minister: Rev. Cindy Maddox

Associate Minister: Rev. Lauren Baske Davis

Director of Music: Chris Brunelle

Organist: Theo Wee

Spirit Voices Director & Arts Coordinator: Bob Gregory-Bjorklund

Office Manager & Director of Communications: Position Open

Finance Manager: Pippa Younger

Sexton: Mark Fischer

Audio Visual Technician: Brynn Artley


