
Christmas Day
First United Church of Christ

An Open and Affirming, Just Peace,

Immigrant Welcoming Congregation

December 25, 2022



Welcome to worship! Are you visiting us today? We invite you to fill out our virtual visitor card.

Prelude A Joyous Christmas arr. Gordon Young (1919-1988)

Welcome and Announcements

Call to Worship First Coming Madeleine L’Engle

One: Jesus did not wait till the world was ready,

till humans and nations were at peace.

Many: He came when the Heavens were unsteady,

and prisoners cried out for release.

One: He did not wait for the perfect time.

Many: He came when the need was deep and great.

He dined with sinners in all their grime,

turned water into wine.

One: He did not wait till hearts were pure.

Many: In joy he came to a tarnished world of sin and doubt.

To a world like ours, of anguished shame

he came, and his Light would not go out.

One: He came to a world which did not mesh,

to heal its tangles, shield its scorn.

In the mystery of the Word made Flesh

the Maker of the stars was born.

Many: We cannot wait till the world is sane

to raise our songs with joyful voice,

for to share our grief, to touch our pain,

He came with Love: Rejoice! Rejoice!

Opening Hymn Good Christians All, Rejoice In dulci jubilo

Good Christians all, rejoice

With heart and soul and voice;

Give ye heed to what we say:

Jesus Christ is born today;

Ox and ass before him bow,

And he is in the manger now.

Christ is born today!

Christ is born today!

Good Christians all, rejoice

With heart and soul and voice:

Now ye hear of endless bliss;

Jesus Christ was born for this.

He hath oped the heav’nly door

And we are blessed forevermore.

Christ was born for this!

Christ was born for this!

Good Christians all, rejoice

With heart and soul and voice;

https://forms.gle/rwyr636espUYU8v47


Now ye need not fear the grave;

Jesus Christ was born to save!

Calls you one and calls you all

To gain the everlasting hall.

Christ was born to save!

Christ was born to save!

Time With Children

Let the children come unto me, for theirs is the realm of God.

All who believe must become like a child; theirs is the realm of God.

Carol Lo, How a Rose Es ist ein’ Ros

Lo, how a rose e’er blooming

From tender stem hath sprung!

Of Jesse’s lineage coming,

As saints of old have sung.

It came, a floweret bright,

Amid the cold of winter,

When half spent was the night.

Isaiah ‘twas foretold it,

The rose I have in mind;

With Mary we behold it,

The virgin mother kind.

To show God’s love aright,

She bore to us a savior,

When half spent was the night.

Scripture Luke 2:8-20 Mary Caroline Henry

Story Rev. Lauren Baske Davis

Children are invited to come up to the chancel steps as they would for the Children’s Time.

Carol The Friendly Beasts Orientis partibus

Jesus, our brother kind and good,

Was humbly born in a stable rude,

And the friendly beasts around him stood,

Jesus, our brother kind and good.

“I,” said the donkey, all shaggy and brown,

“I carried his mother up hill and down;

I carried her safe to Bethlehem town,

I,” said the donkey, all shaggy and brown.

“I,” said the cow, all white and red,

“I gave him my manger for his bed,

I gave him my hay to pillow his head,

I,” said the cow, all white and red.

“I,” said the dove from the rafters high,

“I cooed him to sleep so he would not cry,

We cooed him to sleep, my mate and I,

I,” said the dove from the rafters high.

So every beast by some good spell

In the stable dark was glad to tell

Of the gift they gave Emmanuel,

The gift they gave Emmanuel.



The Prayers

We will join in prayer aloud and in silence. All joining worship online are invited to share prayers

with the congregation by using the chat function at any point during this time.

Prayer Response Christ, Be Our Light Bernadette Farrell

Prayer of Jesus New Zealand Prayer Book - He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa

Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,

Source of all that is and that shall be,

Parent of us all,

Loving God, in whom is heaven:

The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!

The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom

Sustain our hope and come on earth.

With the bread we need for today, feed us.

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.

In times of temptation and testing, strengthen us.

From trials too great to endure, spare us.

From the grip of all that is evil, free us.

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever.  Amen.

Sharing Our Gifts

The hearts in the plate are for the children’s offering to raise money for our neighbors at Viking Terrace.

Offertory A French Noel Louis-Claude Daquin (1694-1772)

Prayer of Thanks

There are so many things to be thankful for, Holy One. Receive these gifts of our gratitude

for your love incarnate in Jesus, Emmanuel. May they become signs of God-with-us for the

world. May they breathe your Spirit of wonder and joy into places near and far. Amen.



Carol Angels, from the Realms of Glory Regent Square

Angels from the realms of glory,

Wing your flight o’er all the earth;

Ye who sang creation’s story

Now proclaim Messiah’s birth.

Come and worship, come and worship,

Worship Christ, the newborn King!

Shepherds, in the fields abiding,

Watching o’er your flocks by night,

God with us is now residing,

Yonder shines the infant light.

Come and worship, come and worship,

Worship Christ, the newborn King!

Sages, leave your contemplations,

Brighter vision beam afar;

Seek the great desire of nations,

Ye have seen his natal star.

Come and worship, come and worship,

Worship Christ, the newborn King!

Benediction

Postlude Love Has Come Thomas Keesecker (2022)

(‘Bring a Torch, Jeannette, Isabella’)

We are so glad you worshiped here today! Merry Christmas!

News to Note

The flowers and plants in the sanctuary this Christmas season were purchased with funds from the
Flower Power account. We thank you for your gifts that honor and remember loved ones:

In Memory of Loved Ones Who’ve Gone Away—from Marie Gery
In Memory of Jerry Hankins—from Liz Hankins and Family
In Memory of Ira and Berniece Farley, and John and Eleanor Gagnon—from Tom and Linda Gagnon
In Memory of Jan Maddox—from Cindy Maddox
In Memory of William A. Johnson, Raymond R. Cox, and Marjorie H. Cox—from Jennifer Cox Johnson
In Memory of Lawraine Knebel Beery and William Henry Beery—from Elizabeth Olson
In Memory of Tom Pender and Hallie Dew—from Patsy Dew
In Honor of Roberta Dew Conant—from Patsy Dew
In Honor of Our Children—from Anne Meyer Ruppel and Paul Ruppel
In Honor of Our Wonderful Pastors, Staff, and Committees at First UCC—from Lois and Ed Langerak
In Honor of Julien Sullivan—from Ann and Dan Sullivan
In Honor of Our Grandsons—from Richard and Barbara Crouter
In Honor of Our Children and Grandchildren—from Craig Holden and Dorothea Hrossowyc



Worship Information
First UCC worships at 10:30 a.m. in person on Sundays. Worship is also live streamed each week on Zoom
and YouTube. Whether you are joining us in person or online, we are glad to have you here!

News & Announcements
Keep up to date with all of the latest news and upcoming events! Subscribe via our website to The
Chronicle, First UCC’s weekly e-newsletter, and find First UCC on Facebook and Instagram. Past issues of
The Chronicle are available at firstucc.org.

Church Office Holiday Hours
The First UCC church office will be closed on Monday, December 26 as well as on Monday, January 2 and
will be open December 27 - December 30 from 9 to noon only.

Office Manager Needed
The church is looking for a new Office Manager & Director of Communications. This is a part-time
position (25 hours per week). Please contact the church office for more information if you are interested
in applying.

Giving to the Church
Thank you for your continued generosity and support of First UCC’s ministry! Give online now, or via
firstucc.breezechms.com or use the visual instructions below. You may also send in your gifts via mail.
Please note that all contributions for 2022 must be postmarked or received in the church office by
December 31st.

Or scan this QR Code from your mobile device.

Reprinted/podcast/streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722468. All rights reserved.
Improvisation on ‘The First Nowell’ © 1956 Oxford University Press
Variations on the Sussex Carol © 1984 Concordia Publishing House

Christmas Prelude on Divinum Mysterium © 1952 Novello & Co.
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing © 1980 The Sacred Music Press

Bulletin cover art: House of Sinners and Saints Photo Gallery, 2019, artist unknown

https://firstucc.breezechms.com/give/online


Welcome to Worship at First UCC!

We are an Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming Congregation.

Wherever you are on your journey of faith, you are welcome here!

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning. Please let us know you’re here

by sharing your information in a welcome pad.

Giving to the Church

Thank you for your continued generosity and support of First UCC’s ministry. Give online by visiting

firstucc.org and clicking “Donate Online Now!” under the “Giving” tab, place your gift in the offering

plate, or send in your gifts via mail.

News & Announcements

Keep up to date with all of the latest news and upcoming events! Subscribe to The Chronicle, First UCC’s

weekly e-newsletter, at firstucc.org, and find First UCC on Facebook and Instagram. Past issues of The

Chronicle are available at firstucc.org.

First UCC Leadership & Staff

Ministers: All the people

Moderator: Deb Gottfried

Senior Minister: Rev. Cindy Maddox

Associate Minister: Rev. Lauren Baske Davis

Director of Music: Chris Brunelle

Organist: Theo Wee

Spirit Voices Director & Arts Coordinator: Bob Gregory-Bjorklund

Office Manager & Director of Communications: Position open

Finance Manager: Pippa Younger

Sexton: Mark Fischer

Audio Visual Technician: Brynn Artley

Thanks to this Morning’s Leaders

Ushers: Jeffrey Latterell, Elise Eslinger, Muriel Hachfield, Cheryl Rempel, and Linda Larson

Reader: Mary Caroline Henry

Digital Zoom Host: Margit Johnson

Tech Team: Mackenzie Perkins

Worship Arts: Linda Gagnon


