
4th Sunday of Advent:

Love Can’t Wait
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An Open and Affirming, Just Peace,

Immigrant Welcoming Congregation

December 18, 2022 – 10:30 a.m.



Welcome to worship! Are you visiting us today? We invite you to fill out our virtual visitor card.

Prelude Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising Gerhard Krapf (1924-2008)

Welcome and Announcements

Gathering Music While We are Waiting, Come Don Cason

Call to Worship

One: We are courageous

Many: When we are vulnerable.

One: We are courageous

Many: When we are honest with ourselves.

One: We are courageous

Many: When we extend words of welcome.

One: We are courageous

Many: When we invite others to sit with us.

One: We are courageous

Many: When we proclaim the love of God.

One: We are courageous

Many: When we say that love cannot wait.

One: So let us be courageous–

Many: Let us worship Holy God.

Opening Hymn Are You a Shepherd? Troeger / Morris

(See page 7)

Lighting of the Advent Candle Diane Rodman and Rowan Slaney

(Our candle lighters will name things for which they will wait, before naming that which cannot wait. Please

join in the liturgy below when it is time.)

One: I will wait for a lot of things, but I will not wait for a chance to share love.
ALL: I cannot wait for love, because I want to live with love—today and every day. 
One: The world needs love. We need love.  
ALL: So today we light the candle of love to remind us to spread love wherever we go. 

https://firstucc.breezechms.com/form/24b4a2


[The candle is lit.]
One: May we be courageous enough to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen. 

Advent Carol The Four Candles Noel

One candle for hope to tell of his birth.

One candle for peace he brought to the earth.

One candle for joy, one candle for love,

For Jesus who came from heaven above.

A Contemporary Word Blessed Are You Who Bear The Light by Jan Richardson

Prayer Hymn I Wonder as I Wander American folk tune

I wonder as I wander through winter and cold

How stories of Jesus in our times unfold,

How Advent has room for the new and the old;

I wonder as I wander through winter and cold.

If Mary and Joseph were coming today

With frost in the air and the child on the way

And no one to help them from going astray,

Would we make them welcome

and do more than pray?

I wonder as I wander through winter and cold

How stories of Jesus in our times unfold,

How Advent has room for the new and the old;

I wonder as I wander through winter and cold.

The Prayers

We will join in prayer aloud and in silence. All joining worship online are invited to share prayers with the

congregation by using the chat function at any point during this time.

Prayer Response Christ, Be Our Light Bernadette Farrell

Prayer of Jesus

You are invited to speak the words most meaningful to you, or follow with the version here:



Our God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the

glory forever. Amen.

Sharing Our Gifts

The hearts in the plate are for the children’s offering, to raise money for our neighbors at Viking Terrace.

Offertory Variations on A French Carol Bernard Smilde (1922-2014)

Prayer of Thanks

God of gracious waiting, accept these gifts from the abundance of our hearts, given in gratitude and

thanksgiving. Fill our hearts with a love that won’t let go as we journey through Advent and beyond.

Amen.

The Christmas Jazz:

A Musical by First UCC Children & Youth

Benediction

We’re so glad you worshiped here today!

Please join us for coffee hour following worship online or in the Assembly Room.

Thanks to this week’s leaders:

Ushers:  Lois Langerak, Mary Savina, Ed Langerak, Laura Funke, and Dan Funke

Digital Greeter: Gary Wagenbach

Advent & Christmas Worship Schedule

● December 21st, 6:00 p.m., The Longest Night (Blue Christmas) Service (also online)

● December 24th, 4:00 p.m., Christmas Eve Service with choir, children's message, and

candlelight (also online)

● December 24th, 8:00 p.m., Christmas Eve Service with soloists, communion, and candlelight

(in person only)

● December 25th, 10:30 a.m., Sunday Christmas Worship, children welcome to attend in

pajamas (also online)



This Week at First UCC:

Sunday, December 18

10:30 a.m. Worship (Sanctuary)

11:30 a.m. Coffee Hour

6:00 p.m. The Evening Service (Sanctuary)

Wednesday December 21

6:00 p.m. The Longest Night Service (Sanctuary)

7:00 p.m. Senior Choir rehearsal (Sanctuary)

Friday, December 23

Office Closed

Saturday, December 24

2:30 p.m. Senior Choir rehearsal (Sanctuary)

4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service (Sanctuary)

8:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Service (Sanctuary)

Sunday, December 25

10:30 a.m. Christmas Day Worship (Sanctuary)

Monday, December 26

Office Closed

The Longest Night Service on Wednesday

The Longest Night Service (also known as a Blue Christmas Service) offers us a chance to openly grieve the
losses of the year, or lean into the heartache that this season may evoke for some of us, even amid the bright
lights and cheer commonly associated with the season. We will gather in a dimly lit space to ground
ourselves in song, prayer, readings, and candle lighting. Join us in the sanctuary on Wednesday, December
21, at 6:00 p.m. or online via Zoom using the usual link for worship.

Church Office Hours and Financial Questions
  The Church office will now be open from 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. If you need
something outside of that time, please contact the church office at church@firstucc.org; if you have
questions regarding anything financial (donations, pledges, etc.) please contact Pippa at finance@firstucc.org
or call on Tuesdays between 9 and 1.

mailto:church@firstucc.org
mailto:finance@firstucc.org


Sign Up for WFFF Volunteering!
With great joy, we have seen Wednesday for Food, Fun, and Faith (WFFF) make a robust return! We are
grateful to Sarah Dennett, Linda Larson, Hans Muessig, and Bill Poehlmann for their energy and enthusiasm
in restarting this incredibly important community ministry. To keep it going, we need you! Are you interested
in signing up for shopping, set up and serving? Or do you prefer clean up? Or are you interested in
contributing deserts to the meal? There is a place for you, and your help is needed! Please sign up in person
on Wednesday nights at WFFF, beginning again on January 4th at 5:30 p.m., or sign up here. Thank you!

Annual Meeting Scheduled for January 29, 2023
The First UCC Annual Meeting is scheduled for January 29, 2023, at 11:45 a.m. More information about the
meeting will be available in the coming weeks.

Coffee Hour Volunteers and Coordinator Needed
Volunteer hosts are needed for Coffee Hour! We have open dates in November and December. Volunteering
is easy to do, and orientation will be provided for those who are new to Coffee Hour hosting. Interested?
Sign up to host here. First UCC is also looking for a volunteer to serve as the Coffee Hour coordinator. If you
are interested, please contact church@firstucc.org.

Christmas Offering
The church’s Christmas Eve offering will support both the Community Action Center and the Christmas Fund
of the United Church of Christ. Gifts may be designated to either one, and any undesignated gifts will be split
between the two. Checks may be made out to First UCC. If giving online, the fund names are as follows:
Christmas Fund (UCC) and CAC, if you wish to designate gifts to each fund individually; Christmas Eve
Offering, if you wish to donate one amount that will be split for you between the two funds. Please give
generously as you are able.

https://firstucc.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=76e1f01d8026c5a2f8a52e545&id=f87bb5f04b&e=08806882cf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084daca72ca1f94-coffee
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084daca72ca1f94-coffee
mailto:church@firstucc.org
https://firstucc.breezechms.com/give/online




Welcome to Worship at First UCC!

We are an Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming Congregation.

Wherever you are on your journey of faith, you are welcome here!

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning. Please let us know you’re here by sharing your

information in a welcome pad.

Worship Information

First UCC worships at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays. Worship is also live streamed each week on Zoom and YouTube.

Whether you are joining us in person or online, we are glad to have you here!

Giving to the Church

Thank you for your continued generosity and support of First UCC’s ministry. Give online by visiting

firstucc.org and clicking “Donate Online Now!” under the “Giving” tab, place your gift in the offering plate, or

send in your gifts via mail.

News & Announcements

Keep up to date with all of the latest news and upcoming events! Subscribe to The Chronicle, First UCC’s

weekly e-newsletter, at firstucc.org, and find First UCC on Facebook and Instagram. Past issues of The

Chronicle are available at firstucc.org.

Bulletin image and ornament craft featured are courtesy of the Turek family

Music reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722468. All rights reserved.
Christ, Be Our Light © 1993 Bernadette Farrell

While We are Waiting, Come © 1986 Word Music, LLC

First UCC Leadership & Staff

Ministers: All the people

Moderator: Deb Gottfried

Senior Minister: Rev. Cindy Maddox

Associate Minister: Rev. Lauren Baske Davis

Director of Music: Chris Brunelle

Organist: Theo Wee

Spirit Voices Director & Arts Coordinator: Bob Gregory-Bjorklund

Audio Visual Technician: Brynn Artley

Office Manager & Director of Communications: Position Open

Finance Manager: Pippa Younger

Sexton: Mark Fischer


