
Basic Information About the Dec. 4 Congregational Meeting Resolution 

 

• It’s simple:  We want the electrification planning resolution that passed at the 2022 
Minnesota UCC Conference to be considered for passage at the 2023 national 
General Synod. 

• General Synod rules require that any resolution submitted by states be formally 

endorsed by at least 5 churches. Formal endorsement is defined as by a vote at a 

Congregational Meeting with minutes of the meeting submitted as proof. 

• January 2 is the date when the MN churches, led by Mayflower United Church of 

Christ, need to submit everything to the General Synod. That is why we have had to 

call a Special Congregational Meeting in early December to vote on this. 

• Mayflower asked us to be 1 of the 5 endorsing churches because they knew of our 

commitment and leadership in matters of caring for creation. Endorsing this fits well 

with our values as the first “whereas” in the resolution notes. Pastor Cindy received 

the request and passed it on to the Creation Care team. It unanimously approved the 
idea, created a draft resolution for a First UCC Special Meeting, and passed the matter 

on to Council. It unanimously supported moving forward with this process and the 

resolution itself. 

• The resolution we are being asked to endorse for General Synod consideration 

addresses global warming. It does this by asking congregations to: 1) make plans (and 

plans only) for replacing all fossil fuel generated appliances (stoves, water heaters, 

etc.) in churches with electric ones for when they break down and need to be replaced. 

And, 2) devise ways of helping church goers make such plans in their own homes. 
Some utilities, such as Xcel Energy, have plans for all the electricity they produce to 

be carbon neutral within just a few decades, and other utilities are rapidly substituting 

in fossil fuel sources with renewables. This is a quick, easy way for people to greatly 

or completely end fossil fuel use.   

• With this resolution, churches are obligated only to develop electrification plans, so 

churches and individuals are ready when opportunities for change arise. 

• We cannot change anything in the wording of the resolution being proposed for the 
General Synod meeting if the resolution if the resolution is accepted for consideration. 

(Amendments and changes could be proposed at the General Synod meeting itself.)  

• If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact Creation Care co-chairs Matt 

Rohn (rohn@stolaf.edu) or Mary Savina (msavina@carleton.edu). 
 

Please attend what is expected to be a very brief, Special Congregational Meeting of 

members of the church for the endorsement right after the December 4 service. 
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