
24th Sunday after Pentecost
First United Church of Christ

An Open and Affirming, Just Peace,

Immigrant Welcoming Congregation

November 20, 2022 – 10:30 a.m.



Welcome to worship! Are you visiting us today? We invite you to fill out our virtual visitor card.

Prelude Now Thank We All Our God J.S. Bach (1685-1750)

(Sinfonia from Cantata #29)

Welcome and Announcements

Gathering Music Love Is Flowing Marty Haugen

join in as directed

Call to Worship Susan A. Blain and Scott Ressman

One:     Living God of past and future,

Many: we praise you for this present moment.

One: Fill us with your joy and empower us with your Holy Spirit,

Many:   that our strength may be renewed

One: to sing a new song of your glory

Many: in a world which longs for your justice and peace.

One: All this we ask in the name of Jesus,

Many: in whom we become your new creation.

Opening Hymn When All Was Dark and Formless Thaxted

(see page 7)

Time with Children

Let the children come unto me, for theirs is the realm of God.

All who believe must become like a child; theirs is the realm of God.

https://firstucc.breezechms.com/form/24b4a2


Reception of New Members

Connie and Dean Merrill (Sponsors: Barbara and Richard Crouter)

Dan and Christina Neuger (Sponsors: Brad Hoff and Sarah Carlsen)

Harley Tate (Sponsor: Dean Paxton)

Pamela Thompson and Peter Heckman (Sponsors: Lois and Ed Langerak)

Minister: Do you, members and friends of First UCC, promise your friendship and prayers to these

companions on our journey of faith? And will you extend to them the heart and hand of Christian love,

welcoming them, and including them in our shared ministry and life?

Many: We do and we will, as siblings of Jesus Christ.

First UCC Northfield Covenant: We covenant together with God and one another, trusting in God’s

continuing guidance to seek to understand and do God’s will, to explore the mystery of Christ, and to

witness to God’s reconciling love.

Anthem What Does the Lord Require of You? Jim Strathdee

What does the Lord require of you?

Justice, kindness, walk humbly with your God.

To seek justice and love kindness and walk humbly with your God.

Scripture Psalm 96; Micah 6:6-8 Susan Evans

Sermon The Things Required Rev. Shari Prestemon

Prayer Hymn Lord of All Hopefulness Slane

(see page 8)

The Prayers

We will join in prayer aloud and in silence. All joining worship online are invited to share prayers with the

congregation by using the chat function at any point during this time.

Prayer Response Hear My Cry, O God Ray Makeever



Prayer of Jesus

You are invited to speak the words most meaningful to you, or follow with the version here:

Our God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the

glory forever. Amen.

Sharing Our Gifts

The hearts in the plate are for the children’s offering, to raise money for our neighbors at Viking Terrace.

Offertory Plenty Good Room African American spiritual

arr. Joseph Joubert

Plenty good room at the glory table,

Just choose your seat and sit down.

I would not be a liar, I’ll tell you the reason why;

Cause if my God should call on me I wouldn’t be ready to die.

I would not be a backslider, I’ll tell you the reason why;

Cause if my God should call on me I wouldn’t be ready to die.

Prayer of Thanks

Holy One, you have shown us what is good, and call us to justice, mercy, and kindness. Bless and use

the gifts we give, in all of the ways we give them, for the sake of the world you love so much. Amen.

Installation of Rev. Lauren Baske Davis as Associate Minister

Conference Minister Rev. Shari Prestemon, Committee on Ministry Representative Hannah Kuether,

Moderator Deb Gotffried, and Search Committee Chair Debra Ehret Miller

Greeting

Congregation: Let us clothe ourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.

And may the peace of Christ rule in our hearts, to which indeed we were called in the one body.



Presentation and Exhortation

Covenant

Congregation:

We, the members and friends of First United Church of Christ and its community partners, receive

Lauren Baske Davis as our pastor and teacher, promising to labor with her in the ministry of the

gospel and to give her honor and support. We gather with her and with the United Church of

Christ as a sign of our mutual ministry in Christ’s name.

All Members of the Minnesota Conference of the UCC:

We, the members of the Minnesota Conference of the United Church of Christ, gather with you,

the people and the pastor and teacher of First United Church of Christ, as a sign of our covenant

and in celebration of our mutual ministry in Christ’s name.

Prayer of Installation and Declaration

Hymn of Sending Go, My Children, with My Blessing #82 (Ar Hyd Y Nos)

Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone;

Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own.

In my love’s baptismal river,

I have made you mine forever,

Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.

Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me;

Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free.

Here my Spirit’s power filled you,

Here with tender comfort stilled you;

Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.

Benediction

Postlude Now Thank We All Our God arr. David Cherwien (1957-)

We’re so glad you worshiped here today!

Please join us in person for a coffee hour reception in the Assembly Room.

Thanks to this week’s leaders:

Ushers: Linda Larson, Mary Savina, Cheryl Rempel, Carol Rutz, and Janette Stromley

Digital Greeter: Carl Henry

Reader: Sue Evans

This Week at First UCC:



Sunday, November 20

10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship (Sanctuary) – New Member Sunday and Pastor Lauren’s Installation

11:30 a.m. Coffee Hour (Assembly Room)

3:00 p.m. Operation Joy Service Project (Assembly Room)

6:00 p.m. Evening Gathering Worship (Sanctuary)

Thursday, November 24

Office Closed (Thanksgiving)

Friday, November 25

Office Closed

Sunday,  November 27

10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship (Sanctuary) - First Sunday of Advent

11:30 a.m. Coffee Hour (Assembly Room)

6:00 p.m. Evening Gathering Worship (Sanctuary)

New Church Office Hours
  The Church office will now be open from 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. If you need
something outside of that time, please contact Kevin at church@firstucc.org. He will respond during office
hours.

Congregational Meeting Called for December 4
A congregational meeting has been called for December 4 after worship to consider a resolution voted on at
the annual meeting of the Minnesota Conference. Council is calling for members to formally endorse (and
submit to the national General Synod) a resolution about climate change and energy passed by the MN UCC
Conference earlier this year. (See the First UCC website or the south entrance bulletin board for the Special
Meeting’s resolution; it includes in the appendix the resolution we would endorse.)
Mayflower United Church of Christ has requested our endorsement as 1 of the 5 General Synod
requirements for consideration of resolutions. Such endorsements must be made at a formal, congregational
meeting. This needs to be done in time for Mayflower to have all of the required material to the General
Synod by Jan. 2, 2023. There is an additional document to view if you have questions about the resolution or
meeting, or please feel empowered to contact either Matt Rohn or Mary Savina.
After this short meeting, Gina Washburn will speak about her trip to the U.S. Mexican border—people are
encouraged to stay for that.

Coffee Hour Volunteers and Coordinator Needed
Volunteer hosts are needed for Coffee Hour! We have several open dates in December. Volunteering is easy
to do, and orientation will be provided for those who are new to Coffee Hour hosting. Interested? Sign up to
host here. First UCC is also looking for a volunteer to serve as the Coffee Hour coordinator. If you are
interested, please contact church@firstucc.org.

mailto:church@firstucc.org
https://firstucc.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2022/11/Resolution-12-4.pdf
https://firstucc.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2022/11/Resolution-Info-12-4.pdf
mailto:rohn@stolaf.edu
mailto:msavina@carleton.edu
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084daca72ca1f94-coffee
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084daca72ca1f94-coffee






Welcome to Worship at First UCC!

We are an Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming Congregation.

Wherever you are on your journey of faith, you are welcome here!

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning. Please let us know you’re here by sharing your

information in a welcome pad.

Worship Information

First UCC worships at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays. Worship is also live streamed each week on Zoom and YouTube.

Whether you are joining us in person or online, we are glad to have you here!

Giving to the Church

Thank you for your continued generosity and support of First UCC’s ministry. Give online by visiting

firstucc.org and clicking “Donate Online Now!” under the “Giving” tab, place your gift in the offering plate, or

send in your gifts via mail.

News & Announcements

Keep up to date with all of the latest news and upcoming events! Subscribe to The Chronicle, First UCC’s

weekly e-newsletter, at firstucc.org, and find First UCC on Facebook and Instagram. Past issues of The

Chronicle are available at firstucc.org.

Music reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722468. All rights reserved.
Love is Flowing by Marty Haugen © 2007 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.

When All Was Dark and Formless © 2015 Hope Publishing Company
Hear My Cry, O God by Ray Makeever © 1982 Ray Makeever

What Does the Lord Require of You © 1986 Desert Flower Music
Lord of All Hopefulness © Oxford University Press

Plenty Good Room © 2000 GIA Publications

First UCC Leadership & Staff

Ministers: All the people

Moderator: Deb Gottfried

Senior Minister: Rev. Cindy Maddox

Associate Minister: Rev. Lauren Baske Davis

Director of Music: Chris Brunelle

Organist: Theo Wee

Spirit Voices Director & Arts Coordinator: Bob Gregory-Bjorklund

Director of Communications and Operations: Kevin Krein

Finance Manager: Pippa Younger

Audio Visual Technician: Brynn Artley

Sexton: Mark Fischer



New Member Bios

Dan and Christina Neuger
Dan and Chrissy are both originally from the Twin Cities and graduated from St. Olaf College. Shortly after
they were wed, they relocated to New Jersey, where they lived for 15 years, raising their family: Grace (20),
Thomas (18), and Kathryn (14.) On the East Coast, Dan worked on Wall Street, and the couple returned to
Minnesota in 2017. Dan is the president of Engage Print in Northfield, and Chrissy is a manager and buyer for
The Rare Pair. Grace is currently a junior at Kenyon College in Ohio, Thomas is working at the Faribault Daily
News, and Kat is in 8th grade at Northfield Middle School. Dan and Chrissy were active members of The
Presybyterian Church of Lawrenceville in New Jersey, and after attending virtual services in 2020 and 2021 at
First UCC, they are excited to become members.

Pam Thompson and Peter Heckman
Pam majored in English at Vassar College in Poughkeepsie, New York, before receiving a master’s in
Journalism from the University of Kansas-Lawrence. She worked on and off Capitol HIll in Washington D.C.,
before returning to her hometown of Lincoln, Nebraska, to work as a newspaper reporter and editor. Pam was
the founding editor of a glossy arts, culture, and lifestyle magazine for which she received a Mayor’s Arts
Award. In 2012, Pam and her husband Peter moved to Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates, where she was an
adjunct instructor of Media Studies at Zayed University. They both taught English in Hanoi, Vietnam in 2019,
and relocated to Northfield in 2019 when Pam became the editor of the Northfield News. Peter majored in
English and Philosophy at Grinnell College, having spent a semester at the National Theatre Institute in
Connecticut. He received a PhD in Philosophy from Northwestern University and taught Philosophy at
Nebraska Wesleyan University, where he was awarded the Mayor’s Arts Award for involvement in a public
arts project and was chosen by the Governor to serve on the Judicial Nomination Commission. Peter served
as Interim Dean at Nebraska Wesleyan and has held administrative positions at Southwestern College in
Kansas and Chippewa Valley Technical College in Wisconsin. He enjoys cooking, playing golf, and is currently
reacquainting himself with the piano.

Connie and Dean Merrill
Connie and Dean relocated to Northfield in January of 2020 and found the First UCC just before COVID
lock-down.  After worshiping on-line for two years, Connie is here, IN PERSON, to stay! She enjoys
entertaining, as she gets to cook using the wide variety of foods and traditions learned from her travels
around the world as an Army Brat. She also plays golf and likes to read, especially sitting on a warm ocean
beach. Dean grew up in Northfield and was so excited to leave town after graduating from high school—fifty
years later he was even happier to return. He likes wrenching on old cars, or just putzing around in the garden
or garage.

Harley Tate
Harley retired from Farm Credit Services in 2003. Since 2007, he was an active member at St. John’s UCC in
the Nerstrand area. Harley relocated to Dundas in 2015 and has been an active member of Fifty North. He
has three adult children living in Minneapolis, Waterloo, Iowa, and Austin, MN.


