
23rd Sunday after Pentecost
First United Church of Christ

An Open and Affirming, Just Peace,

Immigrant Welcoming Congregation

November 13, 2022 – 10:30 a.m.



Welcome to worship! Are you visiting us today? We invite you to fill out our virtual visitor card.

Prelude Processional William Mathias (1934-1992)

Welcome and Announcements

Gathering Music Love Is Flowing Marty Haugen

join in as directed

Call to Worship adapted from Susan Durber

One:     O God, you promise to hide us in your shelter;

when changing the world seems too much

and the needs of others weigh upon us,

Many: we know that you will give us space to think and rest.

One: When life feels too much and the anxiety in us is great,

Many: you offer us solace and a space to be.

One: And when you make us ready,

Many: we will follow you.

One: When you gather our courage,

Many: we will go where you lead us.

One: With your love inspiring us,

Many: we will speak and act in your name. Amen.

https://firstucc.breezechms.com/form/24b4a2


Opening Hymn We Who Would Valiant Be #494 (St. Dunstan’s)

1. We who would val-iant be: let us not waver,

But in true con-stan-cy follow the Sav-ior.

There’s no dis-cour-age-ment shall make us

once re-lent our first a-vowed in-tent to live as

pil-grims.

2. Those who may su-round us with dis-mal

stories, only them-selves confound;

Our strength the more is.

No foes shall give us fright, ours is the one

true Light; we will make good our right to live

as pil-grims.

3. Since, Sav-ior, you de-fend us with your Spir-it,

We know we at the end shall life in-her-it,

Cruel ru-mors, flee a-way! We’ll fear not what they say;

We’ll la-bor night and day to live as pil-grims.

Time with Children

Let the children come unto me, for theirs is the realm of God.

All who believe must become like a child; theirs is the realm of God.

Statement of Commitment - Open and Affirming

First United Church of Christ of Northfield, Minnesota is an Open and Affirming church. We covenant

with God and one another to work together to make our church open to and affirming of all regardless

of gender, gender identity or expression, age, economic or marital status, race, physical or mental

ability, cultural heritage, or sexual orientation. We will seek to strengthen, encourage, comfort, and

affirm each other as we strive together and individually to understand and experience God’s

unconditional love.

Anthem I to the Hills Lift up Mine Eyes Jean Berger (1978)

I to the hills lift up mine eyes, from where shall come mine aid.

Mine help doth from Jehovah come, which heaven and earth hath made.

He will not let thy foot be moved, nor slumber that thee keeps.

Lo he that keepeth Israel, he slumbereth not, nor sleeps.

The LORD thy keeper is, the LORD on thy right hand the shade.

The sun by day, nor moon by night, shall thee by stroke invade.

The LORD shall keep thee from all ill, thy soul he keeps alway,

Thy going out, and thy income, the LORD keeps now and aye. Amen.

—Psalm 121, from the Bay Psalm Book (1640)



Scripture Psalm 27: 1-4, 11-14

Sermon Rev. Lauren Baske Davis

Prayer Hymn O God in Whom All Life Begins #401 (Noel)

1. O God in whom all life-begins,

who births the seed to fruit,

Be-stow your bless-ing on our lives;

Here let your love find root.

Bring forth in us the Spir-it’s gifts of

Pa-tience, joy, and peace;

De-liv-er us from numb-ing fear, and

2. U-nite in mu-tual min-is-try our minds

And hands and hearts

That we may have the grace to seek the

Power your peace im-parts.

So let our var-ed gifts com-bine to

Glo-ri-fy your Name that in all things by

Word and deed we may your love pro-claim.

Grant our faith in-crease.

3. Through tears and laugh-ter, grief and joy,

En-large our trust and care; so bind us in

Com-mu-ni-ty that we may risk and dare.

Be with us when we gath-er here to

Wor-ship, sing, and pray, then send us forth

In power and faith to live the words we say.

The Prayers

We will join in prayer aloud and in silence. All joining worship online are invited to share prayers with the

congregation by using the chat function at any point during this time.

Prayer Response Hear My Cry, O God Ray Makeever

Prayer of Jesus

You are invited to speak the words most meaningful to you, or follow with the version here:



Our God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil; for thine is the kingdom and the power and the

glory forever. Amen.

Sharing Our Gifts

The hearts in the plate are for the children’s offering, to raise money for our neighbors at Viking Terrace.

Offertory We Plow the Fields and Scatter Swedish folk tune,

arr. William Miller (1991)

We plow the fields and scatter

The good seed on the land,

But it is fed and watered

By God’s creative hand.

God sends the snow in winter,

The warmth to swell the grain,

The breezes and the sunshine

And soft refreshing rain.

We thank you, our creator,

For all things bright and good,

The seedtime and the harvest,

Our life and health and food.

No gifts have we to offer

For all your love imparts,

But what you most would treasure:

Our humble, thankful hearts.

Prayer of Thanks adapted from Carol Penner

Generous God, over and over your grace sustains us, over and over your love provides for us, over and

over your arm steadies us. We give you these gifts, with gratitude and joy, thankful that you are God,

ever-present, ever-working for good in the world. Amen.

Hymn of Sending Come, O Thankful People, Come #422 (St. George’s Windsor)

1. Come, O thank-ful people, come,

Raise the song of har-vest home;

All is saf-ley gath-ered in

as the winter storms begin;

God our Mak-er does provide

for our wants to be sup-plied;

Come to God’s own temple, come,

raise the song of har-vest home.

2. All the bless-ings of the field,

all the stores the gar-dens yield,

All the fruits in full sup-ply,

rip-ened ‘neath the sum-mer sky,

All that spring with boun-teous hand

scat-ters o’er the smil-ing land,

all that lib-eral autumn pours from its rich

o’er-flow-ing stores,

3. These to you, our God, we owe,

Source from whom all bless-ings flow;

And for these our songs we raise,

Grate-ful vows and sol-emn praise.

Come, then, thank-ful people, come, raise the song



Of har-vest home;

Come to God’s own tem-ple, come, raise the song

Of har-vest home.

Benediction

Postlude Chorale Prelude on ‘God Be Praised’ Healey Willan (1880-1968)

We’re so glad you worshiped here today!

Thanks to this week’s leaders:

Ushers: Jeffery Latterell, Joan Higinbotham, Nancy Barbour, Scott Ricahrdson, Barb Alstaetter

Digital Greeter: Gary Wagenbach

This Week at First UCC:

Sunday, November 13

9:15 a.m. Faith Formation

10:30 a.m. Worship (Sanctuary)

11:30 a.m. Coffee Hour (Assembly Room)

11:45 a.m. “Whose Home Land” Adult Forum (Big Room)

6:00 p.m. Evening Gathering Worship (Sanctuary)

Tuesday, November 15

10:00 a.m. Women’s Group (Assembly Room)

6:30 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal (Assembly Room)

6:30 p.m. P.E.O. Meeting (Big Room)

Wednesday, November 16

6:30 p.m. CONNECT Group meeting (Library)

7:00 p.m. Senior Choir Rehearsal

8:00 P.m. Spirit Voices Rehearsal (Sanctuary)

Sunday, November 20

10:30 a.m. Sunday Worship (Sanctuary) – New Member Sunday and Pastor Lauren’s Installation

11:30 a.m. Coffee Hour (Assembly Room)

3:00 p.m. Intergenerational Hanging of Greens and Operation Joy Service Project (Assembly Room)

6:00 p.m. Evening Gathering Worship (Sanctuary)



New Church Office Hours
  The Church office will now be open from 9:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. If you need
something outside of that time, please contact Kevin at church@firstucc.org.

"Whose Home Land?" conversation after worship
You are encouraged to attend the final of two adult forums at our church right after the Sunday service on
November 13. “Whose Home Land?” raises questions and offers information about the founding of our
church in 1855 and Northfield in 1856, seven years before the Dakota were exiled from most of southern
Minnesota, their Mni Sota Makoçe. Both sessions will meet in the Big Room downstairs.

November 13, 11:45-12:30
Session 2: Olive W. Riggs (1876-1969): The Christian Mission to the Dakota has a connection both to First
UCC and to our home. Dick Crouter, presenter

Congregational Meeting Called for December 4
A congregational meeting has been called for December 4 after worship to consider a resolution voted on at

the annual meeting of the Minnesota Conference. More details to follow.

New Connect Group Beginning Wed. Nov. 9th
Periodically, Connect small groups are offered—typically for a period of six to eight weeks. These small
groups for adults focus on meaningful conversations on different topics. Connect began primarily as a way of
welcoming new members into our Church community. It has grown to be intended for members, new
members, friends, and anyone who is interested in spending time with others working through the heart to
deepen their relationship with God and one another. Using spiritual practices like quiet, reflection on
scripture and sermon, and sharing our life journeys, community is created. The next Connect group started
meeting this past Wednesday, November 9, at 6:30 p.m. facilitated by Mary Carlson and Judy Bond, and will
meet weekly through December 21, excluding November 23. The group is capped at 12 participants. Sign up
for Connect here.

We Need WFFF, and We Need You!
Wednesdays for Food, Fun and Faith, (WFFF) is a gathering time for dinner and community on Wednesday
nights, 5:30-6:15 p.m., in between other church programming (adult ed, Connect, OWL, choir rehearsals).
There has been an overwhelming desire to get WFFF started again, in a simpler version that still provides
food, fun, and faith for our community. In order to start WFFF again, we need you! Is this opportunity calling
your name? Contact Pastor Lauren for more details by emailing associateminister@firstucc.org.

Coffee Hour Volunteers and Coordinator Needed
Volunteer hosts are needed for Coffee Hour! We have several open dates in December. Volunteering is easy
to do, and orientation will be provided for those who are new to Coffee Hour hosting. Interested? Sign up to
host here. First UCC is also looking for a volunteer to serve as the Coffee Hour coordinator. If you are
interested, please contact church@firstucc.org.

https://firstucc.breezechms.com/form/dc999e92200
mailto:associateminister@firstucc.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084daca72ca1f94-coffee
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f084daca72ca1f94-coffee


Welcome to Worship at First UCC!

We are an Open and Affirming, Just Peace, Immigrant Welcoming Congregation.

Wherever you are on your journey of faith, you are welcome here!

We especially welcome all who are visiting this morning. Please let us know you’re here by sharing your

information in a welcome pad.

Worship Information

First UCC worships at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays. Worship is also live streamed each week on Zoom and YouTube.

Whether you are joining us in person or online, we are glad to have you here!

Giving to the Church

Thank you for your continued generosity and support of First UCC’s ministry. Give online by visiting

firstucc.org and clicking “Donate Online Now!” under the “Giving” tab, place your gift in the offering plate, or

send in your gifts via mail.

News & Announcements

Keep up to date with all of the latest news and upcoming events! Subscribe to The Chronicle, First UCC’s

weekly e-newsletter, at firstucc.org, and find First UCC on Facebook and Instagram. Past issues of The

Chronicle are available at firstucc.org.

Music reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722468. All rights reserved.
Love is Flowing by Marty Haugen © 2007 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.

Hear My Cry, O God by Ray Makeever © 1982 Ray Makeever
I to the Hills Life Up Mine Eyes by Jean Berger © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House

We Plow the Fields and Scatter by William Miller © 1991 Morning Star Music Publishers

Monet, Claude, 1840-1926. Heavy Sea at Pourville, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity

Library, Nashville, TN https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57223 [retrieved November 7, 2022]. Original

source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Claude_Monet_-_Heavy_Sea_at_Pourville_-_Google_Art_Project.jpg.

First UCC Leadership & Staff

Ministers: All the people

Moderator: Deb Gottfried

Senior Minister: Rev. Cindy Maddox

Associate Minister: Rev. Lauren Baske Davis

Director of Music: Chris Brunelle

Organist: Theo Wee

Spirit Voices Director & Arts Coordinator: Bob Gregory-Bjorklund

Audio Visual Technician: Brynn Artley

Sexton: Mark Fischer


