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Welcome to worship! Are you visiting us today? We invite you to fill out our virtual visitor card.

Prelude Prelude in D Major Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)

Welcome and Announcements

Gathering Music Come, Let Us Worship God Ray Makeever

(join in as directed)

Call to Worship Hildegard of Bingen

One:     O comforting fire of Spirit, Life within the very Life of all Creation.

Many:  Holy are you in giving life to All. From the heights to every earthly abyss, you compose All, you

unite All.

One:     Through you clouds stream, ether flies, stones gain moisture,

Many:  waters become streams ,and the earth exudes Life.

One:     You always draw out knowledge, bringing joy through Wisdom’s inspiration.

Many:  Praise be to you who are the sound of praise; hope, honor, light, and Life itself.

Opening Hymn O Holy Spirit, Root of Life #57 (Puer Nobis Nascitur)

1. O Holy Spirit, Root of life,

Creator, cleanser of all things,

anoint our wounds, awaken us

with lustrous movement of your wings.

2. Eternal Vigor, Saving One,

you free us by your living Word,

becoming flesh to wear our pain,

and all creation is restored.

3. O Holy Wisdom, Soaring Power,

encompass us with wings unfurled,

and carry us, encircling all

above, below, and through the world.

Time With Children

Let the children come unto me, for theirs is the realm of God.

All who believe must become like a child; theirs is the realm of God.

Statement of Commitment: Open and Affirming

First United Church of Christ of Northfield, Minnesota is an Open and Affirming church. We covenant

with God and one another to work together to make our church open to and affirming of all regardless

of gender, gender identity or expression, age, economic or marital status, race, physical or mental

ability, cultural heritage, or sexual orientation. We will seek to strengthen, encourage, comfort, and

2

https://firstucc.breezechms.com/form/24b4a2


affirm each other as we strive together and individually to understand and experience God’s

unconditional love.

Anthem O Wisdom (Sofia), Breathed from God p740

Sophia breathed from God,

Most High, your depths all cosmic bound defy,

Your might in gentleness holds sway;

come forth and teach your prudent way.

O Dayspring, ever shining bright,

O sun of justice, splendid light,

Shine on each soul by sin held fast,

break through the clouds of death at last.

All praise to you, great Mystery,

the undivided Trinity,

Our constant aid, on you we call:

one God, the Mother of us all.

Scripture Job 12:7–10 Garda Kahn

Sermon Rev. Lauren Baske Davis

Prayer Hymn Shadow and Substance #398 (Shadow and Substance)

1. Shadow and substance, wonder and mystery,

spellbinding spinner of atoms and earth;

Soul of the cosmos, person and energy,

source of our being: we sing of your worth.

2. We are your image, formed in community;

sisters and brothers of Adam and Eve.

You gave us color, custom and history;

teach us to honor what others receive.

3. Naming the nameless Spirit of unity,

scanning the heavens for signs of your care;

God of the ages, give us humility;

guide us to mystical union in prayer.

The Prayers

We will join in prayer aloud and in silence. All joining worship online are invited to share prayers with the

congregation by using the chat function at any point during this time.
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Prayer Response Open My Eyes Jesse Manibusan and Rufino Zaragoza

Prayer of Jesus

You are invited to speak the words most meaningful to you, or follow with the version here:

Our God, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as

it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and

the glory forever.  Amen.

Sharing Our Gifts

The hearts in the offering plate are for the children’s offering. The children’s offering is being collected to

raise money to help our neighbors at Viking Terrace.

Offertory Laudate Dominum Jacques Berthier

Laudate Dominum, omnes gentes, Alleluia!

Sing, praise and bless our God, peoples, nations, Alleluia!

Prayer of Thanks Adapted from Edith Sinclair Downing

We affirm that we do not live alone but are a part of all that is: each tree, each bird, each stone. We

celebrate with Hildegard the greening of the soul, the Spirit’s breath that can revive and awaken. Bless

and use these gifts, Holy One, so that all may live in the joy of your peace. Amen.

Hymn of Sending Be Now My Vision #451 (Slane)
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1. Be now my vision, O God of my heart;

nothing surpasses the love you impart–

You my best thought, by day or by night,

waking or sleeping, your presence my light.

3. Riches I need not, nor life’s empty praise,

you, my inheritance, now and always;

You and you only are first in my heart,

great God, my treasure, my we never part.

2. Be now my wisdom, and be my true word;

ever within me, my soul is assured;

Mother and Father, you are both to me,

now and forever your child I will be.

4. Sovereign of heaven, my victory won,

may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun!

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,

still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

Benediction

Postlude Fanfare on an Irish Folk Tune Charles Ore

We are so glad you worshiped here today!

News to Note

Worship Information
First UCC worships at 10:30 a.m. in person on Sundays. Worship is also live streamed each week on Zoom
and YouTube. Whether you are joining us in person or online, we are glad to have you here! Are you visiting
today? Fill out our virtual visitor card.

Giving to the Church
Thank you for your continued generosity and support of First UCC’s ministry. Give online now, or send in your
gifts via mail.

News & Announcements
Keep up to date with all of the latest news and upcoming events! Subscribe to The Chronicle, First UCC’s
weekly e-newsletter, and find First UCC on Facebook and Instagram. Past issues of The Chronicle are
available at firstucc.org.

This Week at First UCC
Sunday, September 25
10:30 a.m. Worship
11:30 a.m. Coffee Hour
Tuesday, September 27
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1 p.m. Staff Meeting (Assembly Room)
6 p.m. Church Council Retreat (Off-Site)
6:30 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal (Assembly Room)
Wednesday, September 28
6:30 p.m. God and Everything Else (Library)
6:30 p.m. The Great Escape (Big Room)
7 p.m. Senior Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
Thursday, September 29
7 p.m. Evening Service Meeting (Assembly Room)

Next Sunday: Go and Do the Same
Our stewardship theme this year, Go and Do the Same, is a powerful reminder of our commitment to be
genuine followers of the gospel. It is a call to discipleship, to be more like the image of Jesus, so that our faith
may be recognized by our actions toward others. It is also a commitment not only to a set of particular
actions or behaviors, but a dedication to a way of being. Join us in worship as we explore this theme together
beginning on October 2.

Next Sunday: Neighbors in Need Special Offering
The Neighbors in Need (NIN) offering, which we will receive on October 2, supports the UCC’s ministries of
justice and compassion throughout the United States. Two-thirds of the offering is used by the UCC’s Justice
and Witness Ministries continues strong policy advocacy work on issues such as the federal budget, voting
rights, immigration, health care, hate crimes, civil liberties, and environmental justice. NIN also supports our
American Indian neighbors in the UCC. One-third of the offering supports the UCC’s Council for American
Indian Ministries (CAIM). Special offering envelopes for NIN will be available in the bulletins on October 2.
You may also give online; simply designate "Neighbors in Need" as the fund. We hope you will consider
supporting this important ministry of the United Church of Christ.

Coffee Hour Today
Join us for coffee hour today following worship in the Assembly Room (around 11:30)! Volunteers are
needed to set up and serve during coffee hour each week. Interested? Sign up to host here.

Digital Greeters Needed!
Each week, those who worship on Zoom are greeted by a friendly face in the Zoom room and the chat. This
digital greeter plays an important role providing hospitality for those who are worshiping online, sharing the
bulletin, opening the chat for prayers, and helping people connect after worship in breakout rooms or the
larger Zoom room for conversation and friendship--like the ushers in the sanctuary, only online! First UCC is
in need of more people for this important volunteer role! Do you worship regularly online, and would you be
willing to serve as a digital greeter? Do you sometimes worship from home and would be willing to help on a
Sunday in this way? You can even bring your laptop to church and greet folks online from your spot in the
pews! Guidance is provided each week, so you never have to wonder what to do when! Please contact
church@firstucc.org if you are interested in serving as a digital greeter.

NEW! God and Everything Else Group Starting Sept. 28
Join a new exciting opportunity for adult faith formation: God and Everything Else. This group will provide a
space for mutual sharing of attendees' spiritual experiences and practices from the week. No preparation is
needed; come as you are! Everyone is welcome each week, even if you don't anticipate having anything to
share. This group will meet for 6 Wednesdays from 6:30-7:30 in the library, September 28 - November 2.
Questions? Please contact the church office to ask questions or to get in touch with leaders Amy and Kadie.
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Gospel Drag Show, October 8 @ 6:30 p.m.
You are invited to a fun, inspirational night of Gospel Drag! Join Northfield’s own Mrs. Moxie and three of her
friends in an inspiring, uplifting tribute to acceptance and affirmation. Sponsored and hosted by First United
Church of Christ of Northfield, this is a family-friendly event. Around our country, LGBTQ people and
particularly trans kids have come under recent attack for celebrating their authentic selves. A Gospel Drag
event is a fun way to demonstrate our commitment to celebrating all God’s glorious human creations!

● Saturday, October 8. The doors open at 6pm. Show begins at 6:30.
● Admission is free but reservations are requested. Reserve your tickets here to hold your spot.
● Donations will be accepted to help us offset the cost of the event.
● One of the traditions of the drag show is tipping. So bring some small bills to share the love with

our performers!

ISAIAH (Faith-Based Community Organizing)
Discerning which local candidates will champion your values is challenging but important. The local League
of Women Voters Candidate Forums are invaluable (including if candidates avoid them). The next forum is
Saturday, October 1, at the Northfield City Hall Council Chambers (801 Washington St.) starting at 9 a.m. The
forum will cover the local candidates for State Senate and House, School Board, and the City Council. For
details see: https://lwvnorthfieldmn.org/2022/09/04/candidate-forums-2/ . Stay alert in weeks to come for
thoughts on election matters from the different First UCC Social Justice Ministries. Questions about putting
your faith into action through social justice and advocacy? Email isaiah@firstucc.org.

Music reprinted and streamed with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-722468. All rights reserved.
Come, Let Us Worship God by Ray Makeever ©1983 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. All rights reserved.

Laudate Dominum by Jacques Berthier © 1991 Ateliers et Presses de Taize, F-71250 Taize Community, France
Fanfare on an Irish Folk Tune by Charles Ore ©1989 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.

Bulletin Image: Humanity and Life by Hiledgard von Bingen. Public Domain. Retrieved from
https://arthistoryproject.com/artists/hildegard-von-bingen/scivias-i.6-humanity-and-life/

First UCC Leadership & Staff

Ministers: All the people

Moderator: Deb Gottfried

Senior Minister: Rev. Cindy Maddox

Associate Minister: Rev. Lauren Baske Davis

Director of Music: Chris Brunelle

Organist: Theo Wee

Director of Communications & Operations: Green Bouzard

Spirit Voices Director & Arts Coordinator: Bob Gregory-Bjorklund

AV Technician: Brynn Artley

Sexton: Mark Fischer

Thanks to this Week’s Leaders
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Ushers: Ann Sullivan, Dan Sullivan, Scott Richardson, Elise Eslinger

Digital Greeter: Gary Wagenbach

Scripture Reader: Garda Kahn

Worship Arts: Linda Gagnon
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